
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
January 12, 2017 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen E. 
Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash. 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Marty Holiday, Workforce Investment Board, presented a new consortium agreement (listed 
below) for the thirteen (13) jurisdictions.  The first agreement was authorized in 2009 to 
oversee (1) adult programs for challenged adults (2) work with youth through age 24 (3) work 
with dislocated workers.  The Workforce Investment Board has sought funding in the last few 
years; currently running four (4) new programs.  The agreement just means these thirteen (13) 
jurisdictions still want to work together and it’s changing the wording from Workforce 
Investment Act to the Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act.   
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 -Board Appointments 
 
@Corridor – 4yr term – Alternate 
Alternate will fill the remainder of Mitch Smith’s alternate term which expires 12/31/19 
This appointment will be added to the February 9, 2017 meeting. 
 
CLEOS – 1yr term 
Brenda R. Sutherland – term expired 12/31/16 – must be a BOS member 
Kenneth R. Belton – Alternate – term expired 12/31/16 – must be a BOS member 
Supervisor Fant nominated Supervisor Sutherland and Supervisor Belton; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
CPMT – Community Policy Management Team – 4yr term 
Erin Cox – appointment as a parent representative – Supervisor Belton made the motion to approve; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Alternate for Brenda Sutherland – This appointment will be added to the February 9, 2017 meeting. 
 
Mt. Rogers PDC – Full Commission 
Appointee will fill the remainder of John Fant’s term which will expire 12/31/19 – Mr. Fant is 
moving to the MRPDC Exec. Comm. Eff 1/1/17 – Supervisor Fant made the motion to table 
until the February 9, 2017 meeting; duly seconded by Supervisor Has.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
New River Highlands Recreation, Conservation & Development – 1yr term 
Elaine R. Holeton – resigned her position effective 12/23/16; new appointee will fill the remainder 
of term which expires 12/31/17  
Ninth District Dev Financing Inc. – 2 yr term 
Elaine R. Holeton – resigned her position; new appointee will fill the remainder of term 
which expires 06/30/17 
The Crooked Road – no term expiration 
Elaine R. Holeton – resigned her position – Supervisor Fant made the motion to table these three (3) 
appointments until the February 9, 2017 meeting; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
Planning Commission – 4yr term 
David M. Sexton – resigned position effective 11/30/16 – term expires 12/31/16 -
Recommendation by Supervisor Hash – Mr. Michael D. Phipps 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve Michael D. Phipps, Providence District; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
             TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT ON A PROPOSED ORDINANCE  
             AUTHORIZING AN ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF FILING PERSONAL 
             PROPERTY TAX RETURNS WITHIN GRAYSON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

Larry Bolt, Commissioner of the Revenue, explained the proposal and the limitation of 
filling out the annual form – new proposal would eliminate citizens having to fill out the 
form and return to the Commissioner.  Filing by exception is the new method being 
proposed which means filing based on what records show previously – then if any 
changes, citizens would need to notify the Commissioner’s office.  This does not apply to 
businesses – they would still receive the form and would need to return it to the 
Commissioner’s office.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0.  No one signed up to 
speak so Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to close the public hearing; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  Jonathan D. Sweet presented the 
Ordinance (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Hash – Aye; Supervisor 
Rosenbaum – Aye; Supervisor Belton – Aye; Supervisor Fant – Aye; Supervisor 
Sutherland – Aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 

AN ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF FILING PERSONAL PROPERTY 
TAX RETURNS WITHIN GRAYSON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

 
  WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Supervisors of Grayson County to increase 
the efficiency and convenience of the filing methods for personal property for the 
benefits to both the Grayson County Commissioner of Revenue’s Office and the tax 
payers of Grayson County; and,  
  WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors in concert with the Commissioner of Revenue’s 
Office, has identified an alternative method of filling personal property tax returns that 
accomplishes said desires as provided for within Virginia Code §58.1-3518.1. 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Grayson County, 
Virginia, that the Code of the County of Grayson, Virginia be, and hereby amended by 
enactment as follows: 
  A. Notwithstanding any previously adopted ordinances in Grayson County, an         
alternative method of filing personal property tax returns (commonly referred to as File 
by Exception), is hereby established for tangible personal property such as motor 
vehicles, trailers, boats, etc. not employed in a trade or business.  Such property shall be 
assessed and taxed annually based upon a previous personal property tax return filed 
by the owner of such property, provided the property owner’s name or address has not 
changed since the previous filing and there has not been a change in the status or situs 
of the property. 
 
 
 
  B. Taxpayers shall file a new personal property tax return pursuant to this    section 
whenever there is any of the following: 
        1.  A change in the name or address of the person owning such property; 



        2.  A change in the situs of the property; 
        3.  Any other change affecting the assessment or levy of the personal  
             property tax on such property for which a tax return has been filed 
             previously;  
        4.  Any change in which a taxpayer acquires such property for which no tax 
             return has been filed; or 
        5.  Where the Commissioner of the Revenue requires the taxpayer to file a 
              Return. 

(For purposes of this section, the term “personal property tax return” may include an                
electronic filing or data entry submitted, confirmed, or accepted by the taxpayer) 

 
     Adopted by the Grayson County Board of Supervisors, this 12th day of January, 
2017, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
                                                     Attest:  ___________________________________ 
                Clerk, Grayson County Board of Supervisors             
  
IN RE:  PROCLAMATION – LINDA PHELPS 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet read the Proclamation, listed below.  Supervisor Hash made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mrs. 
Phelps was unable to attend tonight’s meeting – will present proclamation to her at the 
next meeting. 
 

Proclamation of the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

in Recognition and Appreciation of 
 

Linda Phelps 
 

 WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes Linda Phelps for her long 
and distinguished service to the fine citizens of Grayson County, Virginia; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors also wishes to recognize and 
acknowledge that Mrs. Phelps has served Grayson County and its fine citizens since March of 1980, 
as a Deputy within the Office of the Commissioner of Revenue and furthermore, deeply appreciates 
her lasting commitment and dedication; and, 
 
 WHEREAS,  during  Mrs. Phelps’ long tenure in public service she has worked for three 
Commissioners of the Revenue to include the Honorable Charles Sturgill, the Honorable Alvin Cox, 
and the Honorable Larry Bolt; and, 
   

WHEREAS, her expertise in Virginia State Income Tax, her passion for the County, her 
genuine care for people, and her charming personality has immensely benefited the Office of the 
Commissioner of Revenue, the County of Grayson, and all those who have been served or have come 
in contact with Mrs. Phelps for more than thirty six years. 
 
  
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors recognizes and commends Mrs. Linda Phelps on her long and distinguished service to 



Grayson County within the Office of the Commissioner of Revenue, and we extend to her the best 
wishes of happiness in her retirement and in all of her future endeavors. 

 
Adopted this 12th Day January, 2017, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 

By: _____________________________  
      Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair  

          Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 

Attest:  ____________________________ 
                           Jonathan D. Sweet, Clerk 
                Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 
 
IN RE:  TAX & POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
                - R. Kelly Haga, Treasurer, Grayson County 
 
Kelly Haga noted that the state allows for sale of property after the second anniversary 
of delinquency instead of the current ordinance of five (5) years.  Mr. Haga asked to 
move the county back to match the state.  Mr. Haga also presented a schedule to 
“phase” in current delinquent properties (state code and schedule listed below).  Mr. 
Sweet noted that real estate taxes is the main source of county revenue to fund 
schools, public safety, etc.  Supervisor Belton made the motion to hold a public hearing 
by state regulation; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 4-1 with 
Supervisor Rosenbaum voting nay. 
 
At this time, it is the treasurer's recommendation that Grayson County revise its policy 
to put real estate up for auction to align with the Code of Virginia. 
                   § 58.1-3965. When land may be sold for delinquent taxes; 
A. When any taxes on any real estate in a locality are delinquent on December 31 
following the second anniversary of the date on which such taxes have become due, 
or, in the case of real property upon which is situated (i) any structure that has been 
condemned by the local building official pursuant to applicable law or ordinance; (ii) 
any nuisance as that term is defined in§ 15 .2-900; (iii) any derelict building as that 
term is defined in§ 15.2-907. J; or (iv) any property that has been declared to be 
blighted as that term is defined in§ 36-49. l: I, the first anniversary of the date on which 
such taxes have become due, such real estate may be sold for the purpose of collecting 
all delinquent taxes on such property. Upon a finding by the court, on real estate with 
an assessed value of $100,000 or less in any locality, that (i) any taxes on such real 
estate are delinquent on December 31 following the first anniversary of the date on 
which such taxes have become due or (ii) there is a lien on such real estate pursuant to 
§ 15.2-900, 15. 2-906, 15.2-907, 15.2-907 .1, 15.2-908. l , or 36-49. l: 1, which lien 
remains unpaid on December 31 following the first anniversary of the date on which 
such lien was recorded, the property shall be deemed  
 
 
subject to sale by public auction pursuant to proper notice under this subsection. 
 
Currently it is the policy of Grayson County to sell real estate after it becomes delinquent for 
five years of real estate taxes.  To simplify the Virginia code 58.1-3965, the state allows for this 
sale on December 31 after the second year of delinquency. 



I base this recommendation on the need to decrease the year over year delinquency of 
real estate taxes owed to the county which currently equals $1.5 million. Roughly 8% of 
the county budget single year budget. This would put more of the real estate back on the active 
tax role for each year.  I do not propose we move directly to a "two-year sale" order but make 
the move to tier the process from five years to the state mandated two. This will cause a log 
jam of sales in year 2019 (sale held in 2020) but in order to filter our current land accounts in 
danger of delinquency sale this must be done. 
 
Schedule for sales: 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 5 years unpaid from 12/5/1 1 eligible for sale December 31, 2016 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 5 years unpaid from 12/5/12 eligible for sale December 31, 2017 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 5 years unpaid from 12/5/13 eligible for sale December 31, 2018 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 5 years unpaid from 12/5/14 eligible for sale December 31, 2019 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 4 years unpaid from 12/5/15 eligible for sale December 31, 2019 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 3 years unpaid from 12/5/16 eligible for sale December 31, 2019 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 2 years unpaid from 12/5/1 7 eligible for sale December 31, 2019 
Real Estate Tax Delinquent 2 years unpaid from 12/5/1 8 eligible for sale December 31, 2020 
 
IN RE:  WIRED ROAD UPDATE 
 
Supervisor Fant presented the map layout (listed below) with some background history with a 
power point presentation (listed below) along with strategic objectives for enhanced coverage 
for 25MB or faster service.  Phased approach with surveys/mailings, press release and buildout 
plan with funding options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
Wired Road Authority 

• A partnership of private sector internet service providers, the local governments of 
Grayson County, Carroll County, the City of Galax, and the Blue Ridge Crossroads 
Economic Development Authority to provide critical enabling infrastructure to 
transform the regional economy into a dynamic, small business, and entrepreneurial 
economy.  

Strategic Priorities 
• Expand economic development opportunities 
• Improve access to service sectors, i.e. finance, education, and healthcare 
• Enhance effective local government and emergency services 

Strategic Objectives 
•  Provide broadband coverage to 100% of residents of Grayson County, Carroll County 

and City of Galax 
• Expand emergency services communications network to eliminate coverage dead zones  
• Provide consumer choice for affordable, reliable high-speed broadband 

 
 
 



 
2017 Planning Effort 

• Update and refine broadband fielding plan completed in 2007 
• Phased approach: 

– Conduct survey (online and county-wide mailing) to determine needs and 
opportunities 

• Link: www.thewiredroad.net/survey 
• Press release pending 

– Refine buildout plan 
– Develop funding options 

 
IN RE:  GRAYSON COUNTY FY 17-18 BUDGET CALENDAR 
 
Mr. Sweet showed the budget calendar (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the motion to 
table until next month; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mr. Sweet 
encouraged the Board to provide feedback to staff before the next meeting so the calendar will 
be ready for approval. 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
FY 17-18 Budget Calendar 
 
02/09/17 Board of Supervisors to adopt the FY 17-18 Budget Calendar 
 
02/10/17 Disburse the budget request memo to all departments 
 
02/23/17 All budget requests are due in to County Administration for insertion into the 

Draft Budget 
02/27/17  @ 6pm Board to hold joint meeting with School Board on FY 17-18 Budget 
 **Held at Independence Middle School Library 
 
04/03/17 Board of Supervisors to hold work session and forum to hear requests from 

departments, boards, authorities, commissions organizations and/or agencies 
AND Board to make motion to hold public hearing on FY 17-18 Budget 

 
04/07/17 Legal ad due into the Gazette and Declaration notifying the holding of a Public 

Hearing on the FY 17-18 Budget 
 
04/11/17 Board of Supervisors to hold work session on the FY 17-18 Budget 
 
05/11/17 Board of Supervisors to conduct a Public Hearing on the FY 17-18 Proposed 

Budget  
 
 
 

http://www.thewiredroad.net/survey


05/15/17 Board of Supervisors to hold work session to review Final Draft of FY 17-18 
Budget 

06/23/17 Approved FY 17-18 budget figures will be sent to each respective department 
 
07/03/17 FY 17-18 Budget implementation  
 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Sweet addressed the Board, staff and the public from the heart and shared his deepest 
appreciation for the time he’s spent here in Grayson County.  Mr. Sweet thanked staff and the 
Board of Supervisors, current and previous, for their support and confidence these past 7.5 
years and to continue to serve the community and county with passion.  Grayson County will 
always have a friend in Pulaski. 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

                          Denise McMillian spoke regarding advice/guidance on how to obtain the possibility of having a 
sidewalk installed on North Independence Avenue.  There is a lot of foot traffic and she’s 
concerned with safety.  Ms. McMillian also thanked Mr. Sweet for all his work and especially for 
assisting with the school system. 

 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
The Board of Supervisors’ presented Mr. Sweet with a recognition plaque and gift certificate. 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) to 
discuss personnel matters related to positions of county employment; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on this 12th, 
day of January 2017, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with provision 
of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
 



 
 
 
Whereas, Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;  
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of 
each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to  
 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as were 
identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as follows:  Michael S. 
Hash – I so certify; Glen E. Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify; John S. 
Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to continue the meeting to Tuesday, January 17th, 2017 at the 
Twin County Airport at 12:30 p.m.; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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