Grayson County Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting
December 14, 2017

Members attending were: Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen
E. Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash.
IN RE: OPENING BUSINESS
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to amend the agenda; organizational meeting
will be at 5:30 p.m. at Matthews State Forest Building (not 6 p.m. in the boardroom);
duly seconded by Supervisor Hash. Motion carried 5-0.

IN RE: PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS
Ms. Sandy Stoneman, Family & Consumer Science Agent (serves six counties), presented
to the Board her engagement with Grayson County food safety, students and culinary
standards for area food establishments and required food safety training which includes
the following:
o Grayson High School CATE Culinary Student – ServSafe Food Safety Certification
& Fermentation Project (sour croute)
o ServSafe Certification for Grayson County Food Establishments
o Independence Farmers Market
o GAP Certification/FSMA-Grayson County Produce Growers
o Germ Buster – Personal Hygiene with children
o Corner Store Project – VDH & Rixey’s Market
o GATE Center Teaching Kitchen & Food Business Incubator Plans
o Summer Inter – Hayley Lawrence (GCHS Graduate)
Mrs. Erin Cox, Grayson County 4-H Agent thanked the Board for supporting this new
program and noted that she has strong hopes for financial support for next year. There
has been a gap in offering ag-education/livestock for a while and the community is very
excited that the county is implementing this program and wanting to know when the
meeting will be held (January 9th, 2018). Grayson County 4-H is the only county in the
state that is offering this program, and this is all because our leaders are supporting this
initiative. Mrs. Cox then turned the floor over to Mr. Daniel Boyer, Grayson County 4-h
Program Tech/Matthews Living History Farm Manager. The Matthews Living History
Farm is a twenty-one (21) acre working farm that was granted by Judge Jack Matthews
and is intended to portray circa 1900 and portrays the lifestyle and resilience of that era.
Activities that have been held since Mr. Boyer came on board are:
o Civil War Reenactment
o Arts Council Quilt Show
o Heritage Day – celebration of our culture - approximately 200 people attended
o Pumpkin Festival and partnered with 4-H for Field & Stream Day
Mr. Boyer noted that the biggest thing he’s been focused on since starting the
education program on the farm as well as off the farm is getting the kids involved in
activities such as:
o learning to drive a tractor and plow ground
o partnering with the culinary class at school and implementing the “farm to table”
concept.
o Apple cider was made from apples on the farm by three (3) different school
groups.
o Butter making and milking demonstrations have also been held.

o
o
o
o

Working with oxen
fiber demonstrations on how to spin wool/weave fiber/knit
metal detecting exercise looking for artifacts buried on the farm
Butchering hogs (from start to finish)

Approximately 150 students/kids have come through the farm over the course during
Mr. Boyer’s time. Off the farm involvement for Mr. Boyer has included poultry
husbandry, WWII history event with middle and high school students, and a cooking
exercise with a mentor group for kids that are involved in the family preservation group
through 4-H and he’s interacted with approximately 400 kids. Mr. Boyer also noted that
the first livestock club meeting will be held January 9th, 2018. This will be a great
opportunity for the kids to get hands on experience raising livestock and running it as a
business plus showing their animals at fairs to gain leadership experience. A lot of
improvements have been made to the farm including the chicken coop which was torn
down due to safety hazard and reconstructed. The farm house is in the process of being
refurbished including furniture being donated along with restoring some of the tools so
we can use the tools to teach the kids how they were used and improvements are being
made to the pastures. An Eagle Scout project will take place on the farm in the near
future – the scout would like to improve the farm and build a kiosk that would include
an informational display that would showcase brochures along with a donation box.
Livestock has been “lined up” to arrive at the farm spring of 2018. They are working on
fundraising events using different funding sources. Mr. Boyer has also applied for one
(1) grant and is trying to find others to apply for as well. They are partnering with
Chestnut Creek School of the Arts with a paint night with a portion of the proceeds
going to the farm. One-way money is brought into the farm is by renting it out for
weddings, reunions and events. The event schedule next year includes:
o School days for second (2nd) graders in Grayson and Galax
o May 19th, 2018 – Square Dance
o June 16th, 2018 – Kick back the rug
o July 14th, 2018 – Square Dance
o Civil War Encampment
o Quilt Show
o Pumpkin Festival
Mr. Boyer noted that the biggest asset in this county is the culture and its people.
Continued support will continue to capitalize on the greatest asset we have. Mr. Boyer
noted that he would love to see this become the hub of the county and draw people in
and encourage them to spend money in our county!

IN RE: NEW BUSINESS
- PROCLAMATION – DEBORAH HAGA
William L. Shepley read the proclamation (listed below) for Mrs. Haga. Supervisor Fant
made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash. Motion carried 5-0.
The Board then presented the proclamation to Mrs. Haga.
Proclamation of the
Grayson County Board of Supervisors
in Recognition and Appreciation of

Deborah Haga
WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes Deborah Haga for
her long and distinguised service to the fine citizens of Grayson County, Virginia; and,
WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors also wishes to recognize and
acknoweldge that Mrs. Haga has served Grayson County and its fine citizens since December
1998, as a technician within the Office of Real Estate the Commissioner of Revenue and
furthermore, deeply appreciates her lasting commitment and dedication; and,
WHEREAS, during Mrs. Hagas long tenure in public service she has worked for
one Assessor to inlcude Gena P. Hacker, and has seen numerous county reassessments, the
digitazation of tax maps, the integretion of technology within assessment operations, the
offering of informtation in electronic format to our citizens and countless other contributions
too numerous to list; and
WHEREAS, her expertise in land transfers and splits, her passion for the County,
her genuine care for people, and her delightful personality has immensley benefitied the Real
Estate Office, the County of Grayson, and all those who have been served or have come in
contact with Mrs. Haga for more than nineteen years.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of
Supervisors recognizes and commends Mrs. Deborah Haga on her long and distinguished
service to Grayson County, and we extend to her the best wishes of happiness in her
retirement and in all of her future endeavors.
Adopted this 14th
Virginia.

day December, 2017, in the County of Grayson,

By:
_____________________________
Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair
Grayson County Board of Supervisors
Attest: ____________________________
William L. Shepley, Clerk
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

IN RE: PROCLAMATION – BAYWOOD SCHOOL
William L. Shepley read the proclamation (listed below). Supervisor Belton made the
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 5-0. The Board
then presented the proclamation to Mr. Mike Revis, Principal and Mrs. Susan Funk,
Director of Instruction. Delegate Israel O’Quinn also presented the school with an
achievement award and congratulated Baywood School on their accomplishment.

Proclamation of the Grayson County Board of Supervisors
in Recognition and Appreciation of

Baywood Elementary School
WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes that Baywood
Elementary School was recently commended by the Virginia Board of Education for
academic excellence and distinguished achievement; and
WHEREAS, by diligently working for the students and expanding opportunities for
learning and achievement; and
WHEREAS, all the hard work and commitment by the Teachers and Staff have helped
make this possible; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of
Supervisors, on behalf of the citizens of Grayson County, recognizes Baywood
Elementary School for the Board of Education Distinguished Achievement Award. We
honor and thank all the faculty and staff for their continued dedication to the school and
students.
Adopted this 14th day of December, 2017 in the County of Grayson, Virginia.
By:________________________________
Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

By: _____________________________
Kenneth R. Belton, Vice Chair
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

Attest: ______________________________
William L. Shepley, Clerk
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

IN RE: PROCLAMATION – FAIRVIEW SCHOOL
William L. Shepley read the proclamation (listed below). Supervisor Rosenbaum made
the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton. Motion carried 5-0. The
Board then presented the proclamation to Mr. Mike Revis, Principal and Mrs. Susan
Funk, Director of Instruction. Delegate Israel O’Quinn congratulated Fairview School on
their accomplishment by presenting them with an achievement award. Delegate
O’Quinn also thanked the Board of Supervisors for all their work and for the relationship
the Board/County have with him.
IN RE: BOARD APPOINTMENTS
CPMT
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve appointing Tony Isom, GC DSS Director, to
the CPMT Board; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum. Motion carried 5-0.
Planning Commission – 4yr term
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table this appointment; duly seconded by
Supervisor Hash. Motion carried 5-0.
Wythe-Grayson Regional Library Board – 4yr term
Rosamond Lehtinen – term expires 12/31/17 (Mrs. Lehtinen was filling remainder of
Linda Boyer’s term). Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by
Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 5-0.
IN RE: SHERIFF DEPARTMENT – APPROPRIATION REQUEST FROM DRUG ASSET
FORFEITURE FUNDS
Sheriff Richard Vaughan presented the Sheriff’s Office request for $4,200 for the “Sheriff
App” which will give them the ability to push notification to iPhone and Android apps
which is a message that pops up on a mobile device. Notifications can be sent at any
time and users do not have to be in the app or using their devices to receive them and in
addition, citizens will have access to an integrated sex offender locator, the ability to
lookup the current jail roster, view our most wanted persons, and submit a tip, all
through this app plus many more features. There is a $2,500 annual maintenance fee
which, if approved, would be taken from the drug asset forfeiture fund to pay the
annual fee. Supervisor Hash commented on VineLink and is concerned regarding using
the drug asset forfeiture funds since there is annual fee and the money in the drug asset
forfeiture fund can take a little time to be built up. Supervisor Rosenbaum made the

motion to approve the $4,200 request for the “Sheriff App”; duly seconded by
Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 4-1 with Supervisor Hash voting nay.
IN RE: FIRE AND EMS COMMISSION BY-LAWS
William L. Shepley presented the plan to strengthen the effectiveness of the current
Association. A draft (listed below) is being presented for the Board to review to pass on
to the Association for their review. Consensus of the Board is to pass this draft on to
the Association for their review.

IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING
None

IN RE: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
William L. Shepley gave the following report:
• Attended the Virginia Association of Counties Conference
• Met with a representative from VDEM to prepare for winter storms and other
possible emergency scenarios
• Linda Osborne, Mitch Smith & myself participated in the Celebrity Bagging Event
for United Way at our local Food City store
• Attended Mt. Rogers Community Services Board meeting
• Met with Sandy Troth to begin the planning phase for the FQHC (Federally
Qualified Healthcare Center

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Met with BRCEDA – Blue Ridge Crossroads Economic Development Authority
Attended the ACT Work Ready Communities Academy as the leader of Grayson
County’s Work Ready Community initiative. This initiative is designed to
integrate business, industry and the school system to turn our graduates with
skill sets in demand in Grayson County. A committee has been formed and will
meet in January.
Met with Amanda Witt-Cox, the External Affairs Manager for Appalachian Power
to discuss the offer to assist us with the Work Ready Communities initiative
Conducted a Health Fair for County employees – approximated 30 employees
had blood drawn, received flu shots and/or had the blood pressure taken
Met with VIAA (Virginia Industrial Alliance Association)
Attended the Governor’s Reception at the Executive Mansion in Richmond
Attended a training session conducted by Sands/Anderson Law Firm to instruct
new County Supervisors of their roles and responsibilities
Met with Kevin Spurlin form the GATE Center and a group of Grayson County
leaders to discuss coordinating all tourist related activities within the County
Met with Aaron Floyd of the Blue Ridge Discovery Center to discuss partnership
opportunities.

IN RE: INFORMATION ITEMNS
As presented
IN RE: REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Scott Roberts of 2050 Cedar Springs Rd, Rural Retreat, VA addressed the Board
regarding an entrance dispute off VDOT right-of-way with the entrance partially
blocked.
IN RE: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME
Supervisor Rosenbaum presented the update from June 2nd, 2016 Coyote Research
Study Update. In 2011, Virginia Tech received $300,000 to start a coyote research study
that would give us more information on coyotes in this region. Virginia Tech is studying
the diet of coyotes, researchers examined 395 coyote scats (feces samples) which was
collected monthly over a 2-year period. Researchers have found that coyotes eat deer
very frequently. White-tailed deer had the highest overall occurrence in the scat (74%),
followed by voles – field mice (27%) and insects. Although they know that coyotes eat
deer a lot, but they don’t know if they eat a lot of deer scat analyses tell us what an
animal has eaten, but not how the food item was obtained. Supervisor Rosenbaum

suggested placing a maintenance bounty on the coyotes from November through
April/May.
PRESENTATION – GLEN E. ROSENBAUM
Supervisor Sutherland presented a plaque on behalf of the Board of Supervisors to
Supervisor Rosenbaum and thanked him for his service to the County. William L.
Shepley also thanked Supervisor Rosenbaum for all his help in his start as County
Administrator. Supervisor Rosenbaum noted that the current Supervisors have the best
interest of the county at heart and thanked everyone.
IN RE: CLOSED SESSION
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.23711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter, §2.2-3711(A)(4) to
discuss a matter requiring the protection of the privacy of an individual in a personal
matter not related to public business and §2.2-3711(A)(5) discussions relating to
prospective business or industry or expansion of an existing business or industry; duly
seconded by Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 5-0.
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on
this 14th day of December 2017, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as
follows: Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Glen E. Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R.
Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify.

IN RE: ADJOURN MEETING
Supervisor Fant made the motion to continue the meeting to Monday, December 18 th,
2017 at 5:30 p.m. for a budget work session; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash. Motion
carried 5-0.

