Grayson County Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting
March 9th, 2017
Members attending were: Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen
E. Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash.
IN RE: OPENING BUSINESS
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly
seconded by Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 5-0.
IN RE: PROCLAMATION PRESENTATION – WILL LAWRENCE
Mitchell L. Smith read the proclamation (listed below) for Mr. Lawrence. The Board
presented the proclamation to Mr. Lawrence. Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion
to approve the proclamation; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash. Motion carried 5-0.
Proclamation of the
Grayson County Board of Supervisors
in Recognition and Congratulations to

Will Lawrence

- VHSL-2A (152 lbs.) State Wrestling Champion -

Grayson County Blue Devil Wrestling

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors wishes to recognize the Grayson
County Blue Devil Wrestling Team for their outstanding 2016/2017 season and for their
demonstration of sportsmanship; and,
WHEREAS, a member of this distinguished team has been able to achieve his goal of winning
the Virginia High School League 2A 152 lbs. State Wrestling Title with a record of 42 wins and 1 loss;
and,
WHEREAS, never in the history of Grayson County have we enjoyed a TWO-TIME Virginia
High School League 2A 152 lbs. State Wrestling Champion; and,
WHEREAS, Grayson County and its citizens are grateful that we were proudly represented by
you and the members of the Grayson County Blue Devil Wrestling Team; and,
WHEREAS, your hard work and dedication has earned you a prestigious athletic scholarship
to a Division I school, Virginia Military Institute.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of Supervisors do
hereby recognize and congratulate the Grayson County Blue Devil Wrestling Team for their
outstanding 2016/2017 season, for their demonstration of sportsmanship and for proudly
representing the County of Grayson, VA;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of
Supervisors commends and honors Mr. Will Lawrence for the outstanding achievement of winning
back to back state titles in the Virginia High School League 2A 152 lbs. State Wrestling Champion, and
this Proclamation shall forever serve as a reminder of the pride and gratitude we have for the hard
work and dedication required to achieve this great honor.
Adopted this, the 9th day of March, 2017, in the County of Grayson, Virginia.

Attest: ________________________________
Mitch Smith, Clerk
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

By:
________________________________
Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

IN RE: REPORTS, PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS
Will Crawford, Director of Planning & Community Development requested a public
hearing be held at the April 13th, 2017 board meeting on behalf of the Planning
Commission, for a special use permit for a communications tower on Sugar Shack Road
– staff report listed below. Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the request;
duly seconded by Supervisor Belton. Motion carried 5-0.

Erin Cox, Grayson County 4-H Agent, gave an update on the 4-H Program
 Mrs. Cox coordinated a trip to Richmond with 94 attending from our district and
8 from our own county.
 Based on needs assessment, we saw a need for a home school group – we
currently have five (5) families now registered. Meetings are held in the GATE
Center the first Tuesday, 2:30-3:30 p.m. With our new facility, we are now able
to provide more classes, etc.
 We are currently promoting and raising funds for our 4-H Camp
 Update on grant – we did receive a $23,000 grant from National 4-H to provide a
mentoring program in Grayson County. We have partnered with the CATE
Center with 30 sixth (6th) graders being mentored by the students plus they will
have 6 “family nights” so the families will be involved as well.
 Mrs. Cox then introduced Kristen Bartlett who spoke regarding her experiences
in 4-H. Ms. Bartlett has been working with 4-H for three (3) years and shared
some of her camp experiences – quilt show and capital trip. Ms. Bartlett really
enjoyed the small group of six (6) friends from Grayson County.

Kevin Spurlin, Grayson County Ag Agent updated the Board on the GATE Center
 Introduced Demi Sexton who is our Family & Consumer Science Agent and will
be doing financial illiteracy education in Grayson County, City of Galax and
Carroll County as part of the Financial Stability Center. Ms. Sexton spoke
explaining that her goal is to partner with other community organizations to
help educate those needing help with budgeting, credit building, GED,
employment training, etc. This is a partnership with the Extension Office and
United Way. A spending plan class will be held for Grayson County at the
Skyline Conference Center on April 6th, 2017 beginning at 6:00 p.m. It will be a
meet and great and learn about the resources that are available.
 Mr. Spurlin spoke regarding the GATE Center Phase II – which will give us the full
conference capabilities as well as the commercial teaching kitchen. A grant has
been submitted on behalf of the County for $247,095 to the Tobacco
Commission. The grant was reviewed in January and it has been tabled so we
can fix some of the issues, then we’ll resubmit – deadline to resubmit is the end
of May 2017. We are going to revise our original request down to $125,000
which will require a $125,000 local match. The good news is 25% of the
$125,000 can be in-kind (we already have in place) which will bring the total
down for the County to $93,750. We hope that with some creative budgeting
and some grants we could get it down to as low as $70,000 or possibly all paid
for. Timing is a big concern because we have to have commitment secured by
the end of April/first of May and back in to the Tobacco Commission. We would
like to request Mr. Smith draft a letter of obligation that would typically promise
the matching support of the $125,000 with the understanding that we are
working diligently to have the County’s actual out-of-pocket be less. Mr. Smith
recommended that the Board approve staff to compose the letter of obligation
for the next Board meeting. Supervisor Fant asked Mr. Spurlin what they plan
to do for Phase II. Mr. Spurlin commented the jail cells would be removed,
converting that entire space into a conference center with a capability of up to
90 people seating; technology capability to hold web conferencing (flat screen
tvs, internet access, wireless, etc); place divider in conference room in order to
accommodate more than one (1) meeting at a time; and a commercial teaching
kitchen which will have restaurant quality appliances. Supervisor Fant made the
motion for staff to draft an obligation letter; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.
Motion carried 5-0.
Amelia Bland-Waller, spokesperson for the Grayson County Senior Advocacy
Committee, noted the committee has been hard at work. The committee is not asking
for any financing from the County, the committee has developed strategies, funding
sources and agencies and shared the following recommendations:
1. Grayson County has been certified and enrolled in AARP’s Age Friendly
Community Network (in collaboration with the World Health Organization). To

our knowledge, Grayson County is only the third county-wide participant in this
program in the United States, and the second in Virginia. Virginia AARP
emissaries are requesting a “Kick-off Event” when they come to Grayson County
to present the County with the certificate. The Committee is requesting that the
Board assist and fully cooperate in the design, implementation and publication
of this event.
2. The Committee is recommending the formation of a community action group for
the sole purpose of creating a Federally Qualified Health Clinic in Grayson
County. The Committee recommends that one member of the Board and one
member of the Planning Commission participate in the initial formation of this
group, which would incorporate as a 501(c)(3) organization, or sit on the board
of this group once established. The Committee is requesting that the Board
formally authorize the formation of such a group to begin the process of
identifying where to locate the clinic and to complete the application process for
certification and funding for the project.
3. The Committee and the Director of the Grayson County Department of Social
Services have identified a pressing need to expand its volunteer adult guardian
pool. The Committee is requesting that the Board authorize formation of a
consortium between Grayson County and at least two other counties, with
guidance from the Department of Aging and Rehabilitation Services, to develop a
volunteer guardian training and certification program to serve the citizens of
Grayson County.
Supervisor Fant made the motion that staff work with the Senior Advocacy Committee
on recommendations #1 and #3 to develop the way ahead for the County; duly
seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum. Motion carried 5-0.
Supervisor Fant made the motion regarding #2 saying the Senior Advocacy Committee
has the authority to explore Federally Qualified Health Clinic options for Grayson
County; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum. Motion carried 5-0.
Steven Delp spoke on behalf of Jonathan Luper, Director of Public Works, who was
unable to attend. Mr. Delp noted that in 2011 the County put a business plan together
regarding recycling. During this time, they estimated if recycling could grow 5% per
year, recycling would be considered a success. Mr. Delp done a power point
presentation (listed below) showing the growth that well exceeded expectations!

Mr. Delp also noted that the large item pickup will being on Monday, March 20, 2017
and will run through June 12, 2017. The schedule (listed below) has been placed on the
county website, county facebook page and also advertised in both papers.

Mr. Delp then noted that the Grayson County Public Works Department and the City of
Galax Public Works Deparment will be hosting a Household Hazardous Waste Collection
and Personal Document Shredding on April 1, 2017 (information listed below).

Supervisor Fant also asked about electronic devices (computer, etc); public works has
collected electronic devices in the past. Mr. Delp will check on and get back with Mr.
Smith.

Jeff Russell, Wytheville Residency Administrator for the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) gave the following updates:
 Plant Mix Schedule (listed below) which are routes they anticipate paving this
year.
 Peggy’s Dam Bridge project was started October 2016 is is projected to be
completed November 2017 – cost of project was $3.1 million which is a total
replacment
 The secondary 6-year meeting will be coming up probably in May 2017; as soon
as allocations have been set, the meetings will be scheduled along with the
number of routes, etc. Last year we completed Freedom Lane, Hidden Valley
Road, Cloverdale Lane and River Bend – these were 4 unpaved roads that have
now been hardtopped. VDOT is in the process of starting Old Ferry Road and
should be ready to start Big Ridge Road around August or early fall.
 VDOT has started this week with patching on primary roads
 Traffic counters are on some of the roads in our area; counters help qualify roads
for various funding
Supervisor Rosenbaum noted that an “s” curve above his house on Robert’s Cove Rd,
there’s a drop off near the creek that a concerned citizen asked about. Mr. Russell said
he would look into it. Supervisor Hash inquired about Spring Valley Road and if Mr.
Russell knows when it’s scheduled but he does not. Supervisor Fant mentioned the
drainage issue in Fries that they had previously spoke about and would like to know
what VDOT’s responsibility is. Mr. Russell noted that if the sidewalk falls within the right
of way, then it can be maintained by VDOT however, currently VDOT does not have the
funding to go out and address a lot of these sidewalk issues. If it’s clearly a hazard then
VDOT does try and take care of it but funding can be an issue. Supervisor Belton asked if
the lines would be placed back on the Delhart Road and Mr. Russell noted that a few
years ago, they came up with a “rule of thumb” meaning if they have a traffice count of
500+ they will restripe them; if under 500, they will not restripe the road. Mr. Belton
also asked Mr. Russell if he would check on the culvert on Fairview Road along with a
hole at the Old Fairview Road and Rt 89 intersection.

IN RE: OLD BUSINES
- REAL ESTATE AND DELINQUENT TAXES – R. KELLY HAGE, TREASURER
Mr. Haga noted that a public hearing was held last month reguarding real estate and
delinquent taxes. In Mr. Haga’s opinion, he feels two (2) years is too short, five (5) years
too long, however, three (3) years might be the “sweet spot”. Supervisor Fant noted
he’s concerned with the enforcement; Mr. Haga stated that they have assistance from
an attorney’s office in Richmond, Virginia, that specializes in this type of collection for
counties. The current delinquent list has been submitted and the first letters have been
mailed out. The taxholder will have thirty (30) days to respond; if they don’t respond, a
second notice will be sent out stating what will happen if they don’t pay their taxes. If
there’s still no response, a paralegal will research owership; once that’s complete a lien
will be placed on the property; once the lien has been placed on the property, the Judge
will make a decision in thirty days on whether to place a lien on the property or turned
over to the state. Basically by doing the two (2) year with the lien time added on, it’s
three (3) years – after the two (2) year period, that triggers the process. Mr. Haga also
explained that the property owner is responsible for the legal assistance, not the
County. Currently the total due to the County is approximately 2.2 million dollars.

Supervisor Belton made the motion to do the State mandated two (2) years on the third
year, place a lien; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash. Roll call vote as follows: Michael
S. Hash – Aye; Glen E. Rosenbaum – Nay; Kenneth R. Belton – Aye; John S. Fant – Aye;
Brenda R. Sutherland – Aye. Motion carried 4-1.
IN RE: NEW BUSINESS
- BOARD APPOINTMENT
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table the following appointments; duly seconded
by Supervisor Rosenbaum. Motion carried 5-0.
BRCEDA – 4yr term
Mitchell L. Smith – term expires 05/31/17
CGGSWA – 4yr term
Kenneth R. Belton – term expires 05/31/17
CPMT – Community Policy Management Team – 4yr term
Brenda R. Sutherland – term expires 05/31/17
Virginia-Carolina Water Authority
Alternate needed to replace Mr. (Mitchell) Smith

Mr. Smith also noted that the by-laws for the Virginia-Carolina Water Authority Board
do not allow for an alternate to vote, therefore this listing will be removed.
IN RE: GRAYSON COUNTY VEHICULAR DECAL DISCONTINUANCE
Mr. Haga spoke regarding the memo (listed below) to the Board of Supervisors
requesting a public hearing regarding the vehicular decal discontinuance. Adding the
vehicle fee on to the personal property taxes would be equal to decal cost. That way a
sticker would not be necessary and we (Treasurer’s Office) now has the capability to
place a “DMV Stop” if the vehicle fee is not paid. Mr. Haga would like to see the County
move the due date for personal property from December 5th to June 5th. There would
be no additional cost to the County; plus he feels it would help relieve citizen concerns
by reducing tax amounts due just before Christmas. Supervisor Belton made the motion
to approve the request; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 5-0.

IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING – TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT CONCERNING AN ORDINANCE
AUTHORIZING THE EXERCISE OF JOINT POWERS UNDER AN AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE COUNTIES OF BLAND, CARROLL, FLOYD, GILES, GRAYSON,
MONTGOMERY, PULASKI, SMYTH, WASHINGTON, AND WYTHE AND THE CITIES
OF BRISTOL, GALAX, AND RADFORD, VIRGINIA. THE PURPOSE WOULD BE TO

FULFILL ITS RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE INNOVATION &
OPPORTUNITY ACT.
Marty Holliday, Executive Director, New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Development
Area, spoke reviewing the reason for the public hearing which is to reauthorize a
consortium agreement between the thirteen (13) jurisdictions due to a federal law
change July 1, 2015; wording needed to be corrected and codes updated when it
changed from the Workforce Investment Area to the Workforce Innovation &
Opportunity Act. Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly
seconded by Supervisor Hash. Motion carried 5-0. Since no one signed up to comment,
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by
Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 5-0. Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the
Ordinance and Agreement (both listed below); duly seconded by Supervisor Hash. Roll
call vote as follows: Roll call vote as follows: Michael S. Hash – Aye; Glen E. Rosenbaum
- Aye; Kenneth R. Belton – Aye; John S. Fant – Aye; Brenda R. Sutherland – Aye. Motion
carried 5-0.

ORDINANCE

OF THE COUNTY OF GRAYSON, VIRGINIA
AN ORDINANCE REFORMING, AMENDING, AND RE-ESTABLISHING THE WORKFORCE
INVESTMENT AREA CONSORTIUM AS THE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AREA
CONSORTIUM, A JOINT ENTITY BETWEEN THE COUNTIES OF BLAND, CARROLL, FLOYD,
GILES, GRAYSON, MONTGOMERY, PULASKI, SMYTH, WASHINGTON, AND WYTHE AND
THE CITIES OF BRISTOL, GALAX, AND RADFORD, VIRGINIA AND BESTOWING ON SUCH
ENTITY ALL POWERS NECESSARY AND PROPER FOR THE PERFOMANCE OF ITS DUTIES
UNDER THE WORKFORCE INNOVATION AND OPPORTUNITY ACT
WHEREAS, the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (Public Law 113-128,
Title 1, Subtitle B, Chapter 2, Section 106) (hereinafter the "Act"), updates and amends
previous federal law, providing federal funding to states for the delivery of workforce
training and other services; and
WHEREAS, the Act permits the governor to designate local workforce development
areas to deliver workforce development services within the state; and
WHEREAS, Va. Code §15.2-1300 provides that local governments may enter into
agreements for the joint or cooperative exercise of any power, privilege or authority
which each is capable of exercising individually; and

WHEREAS, the Member Jurisdictions have formed a joint entity under Va. Code §
15.2-1300, designated as the New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Area
Consortium (the "Consortium") and recognized as Virginia's Area II Local Workforce
Development Area, to facilitate the delivery and oversight of workforce services in a
manner that ensures accountability to the governing bodies of the Member
Jurisdictions; and
WHEREAS, the Member Jurisdictions wish to continue to jointly perform the
responsibilities prescribed for them under the Act; and
WHEREAS, the Member Jurisdictions wish to enter into an amended and
updated Consortium Agreement to account for the changes in federal law and to
increase flexibility of the Consortium in serving the local Workforce Development Area.
NOW WHEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of Grayson County hereby
1.
Approves entering into the New River/Mount Rogers Workforce
Development Area Consortium Agreement (the “Agreement”) which is attached hereto
and made a part of this Ordinance; and
2.
Authorizes the Chair of the Board of Supervisors of Grayson County to
execute the Agreement on behalf of the Board of Supervisors.
This Ordinance shall be effective immediately.
Adopted this the 9th day of March, 2017.
By:_______________________________
Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

Attest:______________________________
Mitchell L. Smith, Interim Clerk
Grayson County Board of Supervisors

IN RE: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Mitchell L. Smith gave the following report:
 Noted the mention of Grayson County in the Building Safety Journal; this is
nationwide recognition for our student, Kellam Allen, who is the first student in
Virginia to receive all four OCAs and IRC residential inspectors certifications.
Also recognized was our Board Chair, Brenda Sutherland and our Building
Official, James S. Moss.
 The Extention Office will be offering a water clinic soon. The kit will cost $55 and
an advertisement will be upcoming – usually the kit is $250 or more.
 Rec Department – Restrooms are complete to serve ballfields & trails –
encouraged everyone to stop by and see the new facility; baseball & softball
registration is now open; office hours will be posted at the park office in addition
to on-line
 Library update – Carpet has been installed & new paint is complete and the
Library will reopen soon – much needed face-lift!
IN RE: INFORMATION ITEMS
As presented.

IN RE: REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT
James Hayes of Whitetop, spoke concerning the Mt. Rogers Fire/Rescue which is facing
difficulties answering calls & looking to solve this by establishing a paid service that
would cover three (3) counties; Mr. Hayes will be back in April with a plan and a request
for funding. Smyth County and Washington County have bot committed $5,000 each if
Grayson will also committ.
IN RE: BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S TIME
None
IN RE: CLOSED SESSION
Supervior Fant made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to VA Code §2.23711(A)(5) to discuss prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing
business or industry; and §2.2-3711(A)(1) to discuss personnel matters related to
positions of county employment; and §2.2-3711(A)(7) to receive briefing from legal
counsel & staff pertaining to probable legal matters; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.
Motion carried 5-0.
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded
by Supervisor Fant. Motion carried 5-0.
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on
this 9th, day of March 2017, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and
Whereas, Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board
of Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as
follows: Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Glen E. Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R.
Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify.

Mr. Smith noted that the meeting dates for the Board of Supervisors and Independence
Town Council have been turned over to Mr. Jerry Hughes, Town Manager. As soon as
council meets, they will get back with us on a date.
IN RE: ADJOURN
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.
Motion carried 5-0.

