
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
April 13, 2017 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen 
E. Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash. 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  REPORTS, PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mary Thomas, Director, Wythe-Grayson Regional Library, gave a PowerPoint update on 
all the “happenings” at the Library and all the services that are available through the 
library – not just books – such as eBooks, eAudio, eMagazines, dvds, technology training 
for adults and children, lots of different programs for young and old!   
 
Katherine Asbury, Executive Director of BRCEDA (Blue Ridge Crossroads Economic 
Development Authority) thanked the members of the board and the ones serving on 
BRCEDA for welcoming her and helping to get her caught up.  Wildwood Update – 
earned cite certifications through AEP’s Quality Site Certification Program which 
indicates site readiness.  Wildwood also received Tier 4 Business Site Readiness Award 
from Virginia Economic Development Partnership – it’s 1 of only 4 sites to achieve this 
status in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The access road was completed in 2016 and 
street lights were also installed; a road dedication was held and the road was named 
Maynard Drive.  Water/Waste-water project has begun at Wildwood and is funded by 
the Tobacco Commission and construction is projected to begin this summer.  Ms. 
Asbury will be attending and event in Atlanta and will also be attending the SEDC 
(Southern Economic Development Council) in Washington this summer.   The Virginia 
Economic Development Authority (VEDP) is a source of economic growth opportunities 



and has new leadership.  Ms. Asbury will be reaching out to the VEDP staff and will be 
promoting Wildwood regularly.  Websites, literature, etc. are the marketing strategies 
but most importantly building relationships and making sure all partners are working 
together to share the readiness for an industry.  SBDC (Small Business Development 
Center) Update – 585 clients have been assisted over the past four (4) years.   
 
James Hayes, Mt. Rogers Fire/Rescue was scheduled to speak but was not present for 
the meeting. 
 
Larry Bolt, Commissioner of Revenue, spoke regarding the tax relief and elderly & 
disabled program for Grayson County.  Mr. Bolt highlighted the real estate tax relief 
program and the real estate tax relief program for disabled veterans (with the guidelines 
being established by the general assembly).  Applications for both programs are due 
annually by May 1st. 
 
IN RE:  G.A.T.E. CENTER COMMITMENT LETTER 
 
Mitchell L. Smith spoke regarding the Letter of Commitment (listed below) from Grayson 
County which is a request for grant funding for Phase II of the GATE Center 
improvements.  If approved, the letter will be sent along with other application items 
prior to May.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
IN RE:  JOINT PROCLAMATION OF GRAYSON COUNTY, CARROLL COUNTY, CITY OF GALAX  

AND THE TOWN OF HILLSVILLE IN RECOGNITION AND SUPPORT OF BUILDING 
SAFETY MONTH – MAY 2017 
 

Mitchell L. Smith read the Proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
BRCEDA-4YR TERM 
Mitchell L. Smith – term expires May 31, 2017 
 
CGGSWA – 4YR TERM 
Kenneth R. Belton – term expires May 31, 2017 
 
CPMT – 4 YR TERM 
Brenda R. Sutherland – term expires May 31, 2017 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the above appointments; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING  

TO RECEIVED PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING GRAYSON COUNTY VEHICULAR 
DECAL DISCONTINUANCE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018 AND COLLECTION DATE 
OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES EFFECTIVE JUNE 5, 2018 
 



Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.  R. Kelly Haga, Grayson County Treasurer, 
addressed the Board (memo listed below) and noted that he had received positive 
comments from the public in doing away with the decals and replacing it with a vehicle 
fee.  Mr. Haga had also shared the idea with citizens to adjust the personal property tax 
to be paid in June of each year beginning 2018.  Larry D. Bolt, Grayson County 
Commissioner of Revenue, spoke stating that changing personal property listing allowed 
this to occur.  Mr. Bolt also mentioned that a few updates would be required to meet 
the time line.  No one signed up to speak.  Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to 
close the public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant. Supervisor Fant made the 
motion to discontinue vehicle decals and move the personal property collection to June 
5, 2018; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Roll call vote on the Ordinance is as 
follows:  Supervisor Rosenbaum-Aye; Supervisor Hash-Aye; Supervisor Belton-Aye; 
Supervisor Fant-Aye; Supervisor Sutherland-Aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
APPLICATION FROM APEX TOWER, LLC TO CONSTRUCT & OPERATE A 
COMMUNICATION TOWER & ANTENNA IN A REURAL FARM ZONE DISTRICT 
LOCATED ON PROPERTY OWNED BY JOE & FELICIA HASH, LOCATED AT 621 
SUGAR SHACK RD., INDEPENDENCE, VA; TAX MAP #55-A-22; IN THE ELK CREEK 
DISTRICT OF GRAYSON COUNTY, VA 
 

Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.  William Crawford, Planning & Community 
Development Director for Grayson County, gave a description of the proposed tower 
(staff report listed below).  Mr. Crawford stated that he had one (1) call from a citizen 
who is concerned about health risks.  Mr. Crawford is sharing information with this 
citizen regarding her concerns.  No one signed up to speak.  Supervisor Rosenbaum 
made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  Mr. Dave Hill of Apex Towers spoke and stated it is about a three (3) week 
turn-a-round once ground is broken.  Projected completion is July 2017.  Supervisor Fant 
made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mitchell L. Smith gave the following report: 



 The Public Works Department in conjunction with the City of Galax, held a 
document shredding/haz-mat event on April 1 – 90+ residents participated and 
they hope to continue this each year. 

 Carl Caudill, II is now certified as a remote pilot for the County’s drone; the 
drone can now be used by the Building Official, Sheriff’s Office, mapping, etc… 

 Building Safety Month in conjunction with Contractor Appreciation Day will be 
held Friday, May 12, 2107 from 10-2 at Lowe’s Home Center in Galax; food, 
information, prizes will also be given out as well. 

 “On Golden Pond” tickets are now available from the Tourism Office; Rhonda 
Sproverio-Tourism is doing a great job promoting our tourism. 

 Large item pickup – Wednesday’s route is next on the schedule and will begin 
April 24; there will be one more print ad in the papers. 

 Fire/Rescue Survey – survey has taken place over the past two (2) days to 
evaluate the needs and possible recommendations for growth and strengthening 
of emergency service in Grayson County. 

 
IN RE:  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The following citizens spoke: 

• Alfred Bond of Spring Valley Road – expressed concerns for the various noises 
beginning at 5:30 a.m. and road hazards due to activity of C&B Lumber 

• Thomas Murray of Spring Valley Road – expressed concerns about the amount of 
noise coming from C&B Lumber 

• Freda Murray of Spring Valley Road – expressed concerns about the noise all 
night long coming from the kiln at C&B Lumber – would like owners to quiet 
noise by silencer 

• Roger Billings of Independence – spoke regarding State Route 715 – would like to 
make sure the Veterans Bridge end of Pleasant Grove Road is not excluded from 
the six (6) year plan.  200 cars per day travel that road – it’s not wide enough – a 
letter was submitted September 2016 and additional copies of the letter are 
available 

 
Mitchell L. Smith stated that VDOT will be at an upcoming board meeting to address the 
six (6) year plan and notification of the meeting will be posted in both papers.  
Supervisor Hash noted that Mr. (Jimmy) Moss, Building Official has been down to see 
C&B Lumber owners.  Mr. Bond is working with the Building Official and has been asked 
about the sounds.  Fuel and environmental changes seem to affect the level of the 
noise.  Supervisor Hash stated he will work with the owner and the Building Official 
about the noise and a solution.  Supervisor Rosenbaum expressed concern of the 
constant noise level for the citizens which can cause permanent ear damage.  



 
 Mr. Rosenbaum also noted that there should be a suppression device of some kind out 
there that could help the problem. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S TIME 
 
Supervisor Sutherland noted that on May 4th, 2017 from 9 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. the Career 
and Technical Education Center (CATE) in conjunction with Grayson County High School 
& Guidance, will hold their 37th Career Day. 
 
Supervisor Sutherland also noted the Board will hold another budget work session on 
April 18th, 2017 beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) of the 
Code of Virginia, to discuss personnel matters related to positions of county employment; and 
§2.2-3711(A)(19) to discuss and consider plans to protect public safety briefing by a Board 
member; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 13th, day of April 13, 2017, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, Section §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board 
of Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;  
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to  
 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Supervisor Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R. 
Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to continue meeting to April 18, 2017; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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