
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
June 8, 2017 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, and 
Michael S. Hash.  Glen E. Rosenbaum arrived at the meeting after approval of 
agenda/consent agenda. 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Belton made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Susie Funk, Curriculum & Instruction Director of Student Learning for Grayson County 
Public Schools, addressed the Board and requested $41,834.37 for summer renovations 
as detailed in their request letter as follows:  steam traps $2,580.58 (middle school); LED 
lights $19,906.50 (high school classrooms); paint for classrooms (high school & CATE 
Center) $10,000.00; ceiling tiles $1,400.00; carpet $7,947.60 which totals $41,834.68 
which will come out of next year’s budget.  Supervisor Fant inquired about the 
improvements to the CATE Center and asked when they would begin to see similar 
results from the “make over” like the high school has enjoyed.  Mr. Smith shared with 
the board a previous conversation he had with Mr. Wilmore regarding the future 
improvements.  Mr. Wilmore had noted that in their CIP the steam traps was listed at 
$30-40,000; if their maintenance crew can install the steam traps that would save the 
school money and then they would use those savings in other areas, if the Board would 
allow.  Mr. Smith explained that if that was to happen, he felt the Board would want to 
see improvements in the CATE Center with the savings.  Mr. Wilmore stated that his 
goal is to finish one building at a time.  The budget for the school has been approved – 



on the CIP portion, the school was asked to bring their bids/etc. and request money for 
each project – the money is not approved just because the budget has been approved. 
Mr. Charles Dixon spoke regarding the bid process – they do have three (3) bids in hand 
and will award the bid to the lowest bidder. Supervisor Fant made the motion to 
approve the $41,834.37 requested; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
IN RE:  GRAYSON COUNTY SENIOR ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
  
Sandra Troth, representative for the Senior Advocacy Committee, introduced the other 
members of the committee:  Amelia Bland-Waller, Nancy Liebrecht, Alison Bolen and 
Novella Rhudy.  Ms. Bolen will be leading the path for the federally qualified health care 
plan.  Ms. Troth reviewed the history of the committee and highlighted the influence, 
attention and innovation that Grayson County received at the Virginia Governor’s 
Conference on Aging where the committee was presented with the AARP Certification. 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – VDOT SECONDARY SIX-YEAR PLAN AND UPDATE ON MAIN STREET  
 INTERSECTION 
 
James Swartz, VDOT Maintenance Program Manager, attended in Jeff Russell’s place.  
Mr. Schwartz advised that all suggested roads were added to the county’s six-year plan.  
Mr. Schwartz requested the Board approve the plan by way of resolution.  Mr. Smith 
read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to approve 
the resolution; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 

  

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Supervisor Fant asked for the results from the research on the issues sited with Pleasant 
Grove Road regarding the safety issues and narrowness of the road.  Supervisor Belton 
pointed out the roads chosen to be added were chosen based on Rural Rustic guidelines 
to get the “biggest bang for the buck”.  Mr. Schwartz advised that some roads might not 
ever qualify for Rural Rustic and would have to be considered as construction projects.   
 
Main Street:  Mr. Schwartz shared a map and noted that the intersection would take 
some of the McKnight property and would take some of the parking spaces; right of way 
would be needed from the Town of Independence and signal would need to be 
relocated.  Supervisor Sutherland noted this is a Smart Scale Project and was a State 
approved project.  Supervisor Fant asked what the purpose of this project was to 
accomplish – Mr. Schwartz stated that Mr. Russell would need to be the one to answer 
all the questions.  Supervisor Sutherland asked for Mr. Russell to attend the July 13, 
2017 board meeting. 
 
IN RE: NEW BUSINESS - BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS – 5 YR TERM 
Mary Lily Nuckolls – term expired March 11, 2017 
 
CSA FAMILY MANAGEMENT POLICY TEAM 
Shannon Gamble to serve as an alternate for Angel Keith 
 
 



 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the above appointments; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 4-1 with Supervisor Rosenbaum voting nay. 
 
BUILDING INSPECTION BOARD OF APPEALS – 4 YR TERM 
Doug Williams resigned – new appointee will fill remainder of Mr. Williams’ term which 
will end December 31, 2017 
 
NEW RIVER/MT. ROGERS WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
David Sexton is unable to continue to represent Grayson County due to business duties. 
 
Both these appointments were continued. 
 
IN RE:  PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF RATE 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the Personal Property Tax Relief Program and noted that Larry Bolt, 
Commissioner of Revenue and R. Kelly Haga, Treasurer, have reviewed the program per 
code and recommend no change to the program (letter listed below).  Supervisor 
Rosenbaum made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 

 

 
 



  

 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – ADOPTION OF THE GRAYSON COUNTY FY-18 BUDGET 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the budget process and advised that FY-18 budget is ready for 
approval.  Mr. Smith read his statement: “Once again the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors and staff have collectively worked to develop a balanced budget for FY-18.  
While maintaining a healthy fund balance, managing operational expenses within a 
margin of 3%, investing in initiatives that advance our comprehensive plan priorities and 
level funding again for our school system without adjustments to the levies.  This is the 
9th budget that we have completed with flat or now, depleting revenues, since our last 
assessment.  This is the 2nd budget that we have completed since the expiration of our 
financial forecast prepared in July 2010 for FY 12-16 budget.  The Board has worked 
within and continues to work within recommended levies with substantially lower 
revenues that projected in the forecast for the 5-year period.  I would contend that 
there are not too many counties/cities that have been able to manage with the same or 
less revenue, controlled operating expenses and not raised levies for the last 9 fiscal 
years.  Staff commends the Grayson County Board of Supervisors for the commitment 
shown to our citizens for all these years of financial stability and growth that we have 
experienced in Grayson County.  Staff recommends the Board of Supervisors authorize 
staff to work with our accounting firm to create another financial forecast to have as a 
planning tool for the next 5 years.  This document would help guide us into the future 
with revenue adjustments to the levies, fees that would be needed to secure our fund 
balances which we all know from the audit is very important and afford us the 
opportunity to balance the general operating budget and fund the CIP with needed 
resources over a substantially longer period than just an annual operating budget.  This 
would better equip the Board with the task at hand in preparing the operation of the 
County for the next several fiscal years which would also allow the Board to 
communicate to the Grayson County School Division a preliminary forecast of county 
funding they can plan on as they begin their processes.”  Supervisor Fant asked if the 
financial forecast would assist with revenue or lack thereof and Mr. Smith replied that it 
would.  Supervisor Fant also wanted to make sure the cost of a financial forecast could  



 
 
 
 
be covered by proposed funds.  Mr. Smith noted that those monies have been placed in 
the budget.  Mr. Smith then read the resolution (listed below): 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Supervisor Hash disclosed his relation to a school employee and stated that he does not 
feel his voting is a conflict of interest.  Supervisor Belton made the motion to approve 
the budget and authorize staff to coordinate a financial forecast; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  Michael S. Hash – aye; Glen E. Rosenbaum – 
aye; John S. Fant – aye; Kenneth R. Belton – aye; Brenda S. Sutherland – aye.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  ADOPTION OF THE GRAYSON COUNTY 5 YR CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the CIP (listed below) and pointed out the walking trail continuation 
may be slightly delayed.  The document pointed out the trail project is pending due to 
staff change and funding approval (grant).  Supervisor Rosenbaum made the 
recommendation to approve the FY-18 CIP; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Supervisor Sutherland pointed out that the Library was an FY-17 CIP Project and an open 
house was held today to showcase the improvements to the building. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINSTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Smith gave the following report: 
 Library open house was held this afternoon and the building is great! 
 Building safety month event was held last month jointly with Galax, Carroll & 

Hillsville and this event was showcased in the VML magazine.  Delegate O’Quinn 
also presented a Proclamation at the event as well. 

 New sign has been erected at the Rec Parks and is beautifully welcoming visitor 
to the park.  The new sign was painted by our own local Charles Akers. 

 Large item pickup is almost complete. 
 Courthouse blood drive was held June 2nd and due to other scheduled drives 

close to ours, it was not as successful. 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. Jerry Hughes’, Independence Town Manager – spoke regarding how the McKnight 
Park will be impacted by the proposed intersection.  The Town of Independence was not 
aware of the VDOT project and is very concerned about the negative affect to their park 



plans which he reviewed the history and future of the final construction of the park.  
The project will not only focus on the park but will focus to tie the entire town together 
visually.  Mr. Hughes hope this will inspire façade improvements and attract new 
businesses.  Mr. Hughes also noted that the proposed intersection will eat away at the 
park and require movement of a water line. 
 
Mr. Butch Reeves, Mayor of the Town of Independence, spoke supporting Mr. Hughes 
and is very concerned the proposed intersection will negatively affect the park project. 
 
Mr. Roger Billings of Pleasant Grove Road, presented letters and photos; also shared 
that an ambulance (box size) that had been converted to a camper had fallen off 
Pleasant Grove Road and required wreckers to stabilize the vehicle.  Mr. Billings point is 
that this vehicle was an ambulance which could have been occupied by a citizen with an 
emergency along with emergency responders. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S TIME 
 
Supervisor Fant made note that the Mount Rogers Planning District Commission has 
small loans available for small startup loans with low interest. 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia, to discuss personnel matters related to positions of 
county employment; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 8th, day of June 2017, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, Section §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board 
of Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;  
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to  
 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as  
 



 
 
 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Glen E. Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R. 
Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to continue the meeting to June 21, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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