
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
August 10, 2017 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, Glen 
E. Rosenbaum and Michael S. Hash. 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Kathy Cole, President of Grayson LandCare, thanked the Board for their support and 
opportunity to update the Board.  Grayson LandCare has secured Briar Patch Metal 
Works building to house a place for items that are no longer needed but could be 
repurposed or reused.  This is not a junk shop – donations must be inspected.  
Household items will only be available to those referred by the Department of Social 
Services.  An information exchange will also be hosted.  They also hope to have upcycled 
art in the future for sale as a revenue source.  Donations and fundraising funds will help 
fund the market.  Grayson LandCare hopes to open by Labor Day with a grand opening 
sometime in September.  Anyone can email at info@graysonlandcare.org. 
 
 



 
 
 
Kelly Wilmore, Superintendent of Grayson County Public Schools, addressed the Board 
regarding two (2) requests:  the payment for the buses of $88,922 and the money they 
were able to locate from the Department of Education for $138,831 (request letter 
listed below) – this money (which is public money) was left from previous projects and 
will be received from the Department of Education as a reimbursement.  Projects for 
Literary Fund Monies is listed below.  The only request from the Department of 
Education was that the money be spent by the end of September.  Mr. Wilmore 
explained the school must spend the money first before they receive reimbursement.  
The epoxy flooring (on list below) is complete and the AC units (on list below under 
labor) are almost completed.  Supervisor Fant stated his concern regarding the vinyl for 
bleachers at the middle school gym and how does that meet the goal of improving 
schools?  Mr. Wilmore stated that this helps improve the bleachers by preventing full 
bleacher replacements plus improving the looks.  It makes them look brand new at a 
fraction of cost for new bleachers.  Supervisor Fant also inquired about a comprehensive 
capital improvement plan which has been asked for several times over the last couple of 
years but have not seen it yet.  The items under this request (projects for literary fund 
monies) are completely new compared to what is in the budget for this year compared 
to what was discussed last year.  Tracking what/where the school is trying to do and go 
with the capital improvements is hard.  Mr. Wilmore noted that from day one, their 
(school) goal is to improve one campus at a time – these literary funds were unexpected 
and allowed the extra work.  Next year the whole focus will be on the CATE Center; then 
the following year will be the middle school – it will be very expensive to do the middle 
school which is why it’s two (2) years down the road on the list.  Supervisor Fant stated 
that it would help the Board to understand the larger plan by having a comprehensive 
capital improvement plan from the school.  The Board needs to understand the 
priorities of the school system as it relates to capital improvement projects.  Supervisor 
Hash inquired about the original scope of the grant was for; Mr. Wilmore noted that he 
was not sure – several things, with the middle school being one (1) and along with Fries.  
Supervisor Sutherland noted that this money has been sitting there since 2006 and 
stated we are very fortunate to even have this money.  Supervisor Hash noted that his 
only concern is with the vinyl for the bleachers since at one (1) meeting the water pipes 
in the Middle School being a big issue and we don’t want that to become a health 
concern.  Mr. Wilmore noted that upgrades have been done to the water system and it 
should be good for another couple of years.  Mr. Wilmore noted that their goal is to 
keep improvements under $100,000 per year.  Further discussion was held on a 
comprehensive capital improvement plan and the need for school improvements.  
Supervisor Rosenbaum noted that both Boards need to work together.  Supervisor Fant 
made the motion to table the request until the school presents the Board with a 
comprehensive capital improvement plan; duly seconded by Supervisor Rosenbaum.  
Supervisor Belton asked the question:  is this money not supposed to go to the middle 
 



school? Mr.  Wilmore explained that since it’s a centralized location/campus, they can 
use it anywhere “on campus”.  All requests must be approved by the Department of 
Education and the window to spend the funds needs to be completed by September.  
Supervisor Belton asked if the CIP (Capital Improvement Plan) would be available by the 
next board meeting; Mr. Wilmore responded he would need to get with his board and 
would get one to the Board of Supervisors, however there are several variables.  Motion 
to approve to table the request until the September 14, 2017 meeting was approved 5-
0. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
Building Inspection Board of Appeals – 4yr term: Doug Williams resigned; new 
appointee will fill the remainder of Mr. Williams term which will end 12/31/17.  Mr. 
James Moss, Building Official, requested an engineer fill this spot.  Mr. Moss will send 
the requirements to the Board.  No action was taken on this appointment. 
 
New River/Mt. Rogers Workforce Development Board:  David Sexton is unable to 
continue to represent Grayson County due to business duties.  No action was taken on 
this appointment. 
 
Community Policy Management Team (CPMT) – Alternate:  Supervisor Fant made the 
motion to approve Demi Sexton to serve as an alternate for Erin Cox; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash. 
 
Supervisor Sutherland explained that when Mr. Sweet left, the Boards he served on was 
distributed among the Board members.  Mr. Shepley has graciously accepted the 
following appointments that was approved in block (listed below).  Supervisor 
Rosenbaum made the motion to accept as listed; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Community Policy Management Team (CPMT): Brenda Sutherland resigned effective 
07/31/17 – appoint William Shepley to fill the remainder of term which ends 
05/31/2021. 
 
Blue Ridge Crossroads Economic Development Authority – BRCEDA:  Mitch Smith 
resigned effective 07/24/17 – appoint William Shepley to fill the remainder of term 
which ends 05/16/21.  Appoint Mitch Smith as alternate for William Shepley. 
 
 
 



Carroll-Grayson-Galax Solid Waste Authority – CGGSWA:  Appoint William Shepley to fill 
the remainder of term for Kenneth Belton, which expires 05/31/21. 
 
Twin County E-911:  Appoint William Shepley to fill the remainder of term for Leesa 
Gayheart, which expires 12/31/17. 
 
Mt. Rogers Planning District Commission Executive Committee – MRPDC Exec. Comm.: 
Appoint William Shepley to fill the remainder of term for John Fant, which expires 
06/30/18. 
 
New River Valley Regional Jail – NRVRJ: Appoint William Shepley to replace Mitch Smith; 
Appoint Mitch Smith to replace Michael Hash as alternate. 
 
Virginia’s Industrial Advancement Alliance – VIAA:  Appoint William Shepley to fill the 
remainder of term for Mitch Smith, which expires 12/31/19; Appoint Mitch Smith to 
replace John Fant as alternate. 
 
Economic Development Authority – EDA – Clerk:  Appoint William Shepley to serve as 
Clerk. 
 
Rooftop of Virginia:  Appoint William Shepley to replace Michael Hash. 
 
Planning Commission:  Larry Brannock resigned – new appointee will fill the remainder 
of Mr. Brannock’s term which will expire 12/31/17.  Application for Dan Boyer was 
received; Supervisor Belton made the motion to approve Mr. Boyer; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Wythe-Grayson Regional Library:  Vacancy for Grayson County Representative – no 
action was taken now. 
 
IN RE:  INDEPENDENCE LUMBER REQUEST 
 
Mr. Shepley reviewed the request from Independence Lumber (listed below) along with 
the recommendation letter from R. Kelly Haga, Treasurer of Grayson County.  Supervisor 
Rosenbaum made the motion to approve the Performance Grant by Independence 
Lumber; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  Supervisor Fant asked 
Mr. Smith to check and see if this is opportunity is available to any small business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
IN RE:  PLANNING GUIDANCE 
 
Supervisor Fant reviewed the document (listed below); since there were no questions, 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the guidance document for the planning 
commission use; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 Attended 31 meetings (board meetings, events, individual meetings, hospitals, 

etc) – every department head that Mr. Shepley met with stated the best thing 
about their job is the people. 

 Take a break from the interstate traffic study showed from 07/21/17 – 07/25/17 
there were 6,182 vehicles that came through Independence Corporate Limits; 
from 07/31/17 – 08/01/17, there were 19,358 vehicles that came through 
Independence Corp Limits – that’s an increase of 13,176. 

 Wytheville Community College will hold their Alumni Picnic on Friday, 08/18/17 
from 5-7 pm at the Independence Fire House – music will be provided by Wayne 
Henderson & Friends 

 Crossroads Institute will hold an open house on Friday, 08/18/17 from 3-5p.m. 
 Free Clinic of the Twin Counties will hold an open house on Saturday, 08/21/17 

from 5-7 p.m. at 140 Larkspur Ln, Suite C, Galax, VA 
 VDOT Traffic Alert – Bridge over Glady Creek on Rt 168 – Mt. Vale Rd – will be 

closed to through traffic on Monday, 08/21/17 at 9am and will remain closed 
until Friday, 09/15/17 at 5pm – VDOT will be placing the bridge. 

 Civil War Living History Weekend will be held Saturday, 08/26 from 9am-9;m and 
Sunday, 08/27/17 9am-3pm on the grounds of the Matthew Living History Farm 
Museum.  This event is presented by re-enactors from the 1st Kentucky Infantry 
Unit – this event is free & open to the public.  This event will demonstrate life in 
a Civil War encampment, including period costumes, living quarters, parades, 
weapons demonstrations & converse with re-enactors.  Food will be available on 
Saturday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Mitch Smith gave the following update regarding the County 911 signs. 

• Ordered and delivered 61 fabricated panels for Town of Fries ($1068.04) 
• Allen has installed over 147 signs from Oct – June (includes some signs installed 

for Carroll County although majority were 114 replacements in Grayson County) 
• Does not include signs found and reinstalled (see picture) 
• Finalizing sign review and replacing missing signs for Carroll this fall; Signs 

reported by citizens are given priority irrespective of County 
• Grayson sign review drives will begin again in Spring and newly identified missing 

as well as many of the damaged signs will be replaced 
• FY2017 Budget was $5,000; Spend was $12,944; FY2018 Budget is $10,000 

 
Supervisor Hash noted that the majority of signs damaged, leaning, etc. have been 
taken care of; still a lot of issues with stolen signs.  Sign material is expensive along 
with the labor. 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Rosenbaum made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss a personnel matter; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Fant made to motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Rosenbaum.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on    
this 10th, day of August 2017, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
 
 



Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;  
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia aw were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Glen E. Rosenbaum – I so certify; Kenneth R. 
Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify.   
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
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