
 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
May 10, 2018 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, 
Michael S. Hash and Thomas R. Revels 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 

 

Supervisor Revels made the motion to amend the agenda; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
The Honorable Jeff Campbell, Delegate, addressed the Board regarding the opioid 
epidemic and gave some supporting statistics.  Delegate Campbell is urging counties in 
the surrounding areas to be a part of the litigation that is being put together to try and 
recoup some of those expenses.  Mr. Eric Barton of Wagstaff and Cartmell in Kansas 
City, MO along with Joey Dumas of Dumas Law Firm out of Mobile, AL were also in 
attendance and they will be representing in the litigation process.  Delegate Campbell 
noted that the law firms have agreed to represent on a contingency basis. 
 
Senator Chafin then addressed the Board and spoke on the litigation action that could 
change the opioid problem and how it’s prescribed and counties recouping some of 
what this epidemic has cost our counties. 
 
Mr. Barton explained his firm is a healthcare litigation firm.  Mr. Dumas further 
discussed the epidemic from the law enforcement side and after recovery fees the law 
firms would receive 25%. 
 
Ms. Sandie Terry of Rural Broadband Consulting, LLC, gave an update on Broadband 
along with a power-point presentation which noted the following: 



 
 
Current Connectivity: 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Mr. Shepley asked the Board of Supervisors for their approval of the recommendation 
from the Broadband Committee.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Sandra Troth, Chair, Grayson County Senior Advocacy Committee, presented the 
committee’s 5 Year Plan – copy of plan will be filed in the office of the County 
Administrator.  The next plan is to submit the plan to AARP if accepted by the Board of 
Supervisors.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to adopt and pass this on to the planning 
commission; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING PROHIBITING 
            THROUGH TRUCK TRAFFIC ON FISHERS GAP ROAD, GALAX, VIRGINIA WITH AN  
 ALTERNATE ROUTE OF USE BEING EDMONDS ROAD AND ROUTE 89, GALAX, VA 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  No one signed up to speak; however, County Administration received 
one (1) written statement from Brian Reedy on May 3, 2018.  Mr. Shepley read Mr. 
Reedy’s email to the Board stating his concern for safety on this road and prohibiting 
use of all large truck traffic.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to close the public 
hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.  E.J. Rector talked 
against prohibiting through truck traffic. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED GRAYSON 
            COUNTY STATE SECONDARY SYSTEM 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Jeff Russell, VDOT Wytheville Residency Administrator, spoke 
regarding the current routes on the 6-year plan.  Speakers included: 

➢ Kevin Spurlin – spoke regarding Kemps River Road 1.2 miles and gave the Board 
a petition requesting it be included in the rural rustic road 



➢ Charles Welfare – spoke regarding Crackers Neck to Beech Grove Lane; 
Inglewood Road – 1.5 miles 

➢ Roger L. Billings – spoke regarding Pleasant Grove Road – 1.5 miles need to be 
improved 

➢ Joy Murray – spoke regarding River Bend Rd and Duck Roost Lane – ½ of River 
Bend Road has been paved and we thank you for that.  The other ½ is on the 6-
year plan – Mr. Russell noted that it is scheduled for 2022. 

➢ Jackie Reeves – spoke regarding Scale House Lane plus eyesore on right 
➢ Tom Simpson – spoke regarding culverts washing out on Pleasant Grove Road; 

wet spot 1.4 miles down the road 
➢ Debbie Hash – spoke regarding Pleasant Gove Road 
➢ Lora Shumate – spoke regarding Kemps River Road and the bad curve – 1.2 miles 

 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to close public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS –  
 AUTHORIZE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR AN ADOPTION OF ADMENDMENTS TO THE  

GRAYSON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN THE TRANSPORTATION SECTION 
TO REFLECT THE NEED FOR GRAYSON COUNTY’S POTENTIAL VDOT SMART SCALE 
PROJECTS 

 
Mr. Shepley explained that the Planning Commission is having a public hearing to 
include Grayson County’s potential VDOT Smart Scale project into the County 
transportation plan.  This needs to be done because the County will get points on our 
Smart Scale grant applications if these projects are included in the Com Plan; 
considering how competitive these grants are, we need all the points we can get.  Due 
to the time crunch for including these projects, Mr. Crawford – Planning and Community 
Development Director, is asking for this public hearing to be approved for the June 
Board of Supervisors meeting contingent upon the approval of the Planning 
Commission meeting that will be held on May 15, 2018 so that we can assure these 
projects will be included for the August 1st application deadline.  Supervisor Revels made 
the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
Grayson County Senior Advocacy Committee 

➢ Supervisor Fant made the motion to appoint Kate Irwin; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Mt. Rogers Planning District – Executive Committee 

➢ Supervisor Fant made the motion to reappoint William L. Shepley; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 



Mt. Rogers Planning District Commission 
➢ J. David McGrady – representative for Troutdale Town Council – term will expire 

June 30th, 2018 – this appointment was tabled. 
 
Virginia Carolina Water Authority 

➢ Supervisor Belton made the motion to reappoint Chris Morton; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

➢ Supervisor Hash recommends Ron Davis for the Providence District as a motion; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
IN RE:  RETIRED DEPUTY WEAPON PURCHASE 
 
Officer Adam Horton is taking early retirement and according to the Code of Virginia, 
§59.148.3 Paragraph A is eligible to purchase is duty weapon for $1.00.  Supervisor Hash 
made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  RE-DESIGNATION OF FUNDS AND SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER 
 
Mr. Shepley read Director of Finance, Leesa Gayheart, request that the Board of 
Supervisors approve the re-designation of an inactive fund in our chart of accounts 
(Fund 501) to a fund restricted to the tracking of program income derived from the 
Eagle Bottom Housing Project.  The monies collected in this fund will be restricted to 
uses set forth in the Community Development Block Grant Program Income Plan.  Also, 
Mrs. Gayheart is requesting the fund designated as the School Bus Replacement Fund 
(Fund 159) be re-designated as the School Capital Improvement Fund – if acceptable, 
she is also requesting that the school’s FY17 Carryover of $221,251.95 previously 
approved as future school capital improvement funds be transferred to this fund in 
order to more clearly track funds set aside for the school.  Supervisor Fant made the 
motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
  
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

➢ Asked Supervisor Sutherland for an update on the Fishing Olympics:  will be held 
this Saturday, May 12th; 142 students are registered; grounds have been mowed 
and the fish will be released that morning.  Carroll County will join them again 
this year.  Anyone is welcome to come and help. 

➢ Supervisor Hash noted that the New River Clean-up event will be held this year 
on June 16th, 2018 beginning at 9 a.m. and invited everyone to come help. 

 
Mr. Shepley gave the following report: 



➢ Update on building of FQHC – we are next on the list for a comprehensive study 
from the Health Department – meeting with Dr. Shelton is scheduled for May 17, 
2018. 

➢ Jimmy Moss, Building Official, has been appointed by the Virginia Building and 
Code Official Association, as their representative to serve as a standing member 
of the International Code Council Region VII Ruling Council.  ICC Region VII 
consists of:  Virginia, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Delaware, Maryland, New 
Jersey and the District of Columbia. 

➢ Meet with local leader for United Way regarding the Project IGNITE program.  
They are looking at 20 pilot sites and Grayson County is interested in being in the 
pilot program.  United Way also has lots of different programs and discounts; a 
meeting with United Way is in the works for them to visit with county employees 
and explain the discounts. 

➢ VIAA Video – showed video – showcasing some of the businesses in the county. 
 

IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Kelly Wilmore – spoke regarding the school budget needs 
Janet Mullins – spoke regarding the needs of the school and requested 1.7 million to 
include steps. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter and §2.2-3711(A)(3) for 
discussion relating to the acquisition or disposition of real property; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to come out of executive session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 10th day of May 2018, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 



Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
 
IN RE:  OTHER ACTION 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to support a potential project at Wildwood 
Commerce Park and the possible sale of five (5) acres; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 


