
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
October 16, 2018 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, 
Michael S. Hash and Thomas R. Revels. 
 
 
 



IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Richard Vaughan, Grayson County Sheriff, provided an update on the Sheriff App: 

o App is up and going and has been a big hit with the officers & officers in 
adjoining counties 

o App will be released to the public tomorrow (10-17-18) 
o The app will include information on warrants/most wanted; recent arrests; 

animal control questions; visitation at the New River Valley Regional Jail; sex 
offender list 

o To install the app on your phone, put in Grayson County Virginia Sheriff’s Office, 
then click install 

 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 
Sandy Bryant, Executive Director for Mt. Rogers Community Services Board, and 
updated the Board on their FY19 budget which is 61 Million.  The are required to keep 
two (2) months of operating reserves of 10.2 Million.  On behalf of the MRCSB, Ms. 
Bryant presented a resolution for a line of credit approved for 5.6 Million even though 
the resolution is for 10 Million and noted the last part states “the resolution does not 
obligate the county to payments”. 
 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINES 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 PROCLAMATION – BOTTOMLEY EVERGREENS & FARMS 

 
Mr. Shepley read the proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Revels made the motion 
to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.  Supervisor 
Sutherland and the Board of Supervisors presented Mr. Mitchell Bottomley with the 
proclamation. 
 

Proclamation of the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

in Recognition and Appreciation of 
 

Bottomley Evergreens and Farms 
 



 WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes Bottomley Evergreens 
and Farms for your contributions and support to the community for the Grayson County Youth 
Livestock Show, for 13 years,  and this year, the first-ever Grayson County Fair; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors also wishes to recognize and 
acknoweldge the dedication, time, effort and support for Grayson County and our youth; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Bottomley Evergreens and Farms, along with it’s employees, graciously 
contributed, at no cost, equipment needed to “set the stage” for the Youth Livestock show and the 
first-ever Grayson County Fair; and, 
   

WHEREAS, Bottomley Evergreens and Farms has made it possible for countless youth 
to participate with the “hands-on” experience in being involved with the Youth Livestock Show 
and  County Fair from preparation and showing of the animals along with sportsmanship in 
helping to involve and promote young clubs such as 4-H and Future Farmers of America in the 
show and fair; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the first-ever Grayson County Fair, with 95 entries, was held in conjunction 

with the Grayson County Youth Livestock Show, with 58 participants, on August 11, 2018 and has 
been deemed a huge success; and, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors recognizes Bottomley Evergreens and Farms and wishes to formally thank you for 
your contribution to the Grayson County Youth Livestock Show and our first-ever Grayson 
County Fair, and additionally for the positive impact your generosity will have on countless 
children in the future. 
 

Adopted this 16th Day of October 2018, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
 
By: _____________________________      By:  
_________________________ 
                Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair               John S. Fant 
          Grayson County Board of Supervisors      Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors 

 
 

Attest:  ____________________________ 
                              William L. Shepley, Clerk 
                   Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 
 PROCLAMATION – GRAYSON COUNTY SCHOOLS 

 
Mr. Shepley read the proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Revels made the motion 
to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  The Board of 
Supervisors presented the proclamation to Mr. Kelly Wilmore, School Superintendent 
and Ms. Diane Hanes and Mr. Fred Weather of the School Board.  
 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes that Grayson County 

Schools have been recognized by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Board of Education and that all 
schools in our County are fully accredited and; 



 
WHEREAS, due to the diligent hard work and tenacity of our school administration, 

teachers, staff, students and parents to make this possible and; 
 

WHEREAS, the school administration has taken great care to hire and train the best 
teachers and staff to help our students and parents achieve this designation and; 
 

WHEREAS, through the visionary leadership of our school leaders, equipping our 
students with the skills and knowledge to successfully complete the Standards of Learning Tests, 
a critical component of this designation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
recognizes the tremendous academic growth of our students and the academic achievement of 
our schools in attaining full accreditation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors commends all school personnel and parents for their dedication to furthering the 
education of the students of Grayson County.  
 
 Adopted this 16th day of October 2018 in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
 
________________________     ________________________   ___________________________ 
Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair Kenneth R. Belton, Vice Chair                   John S. Fant 
      Elk Creek Supervisor           Oldtown Supervisor          At-Large Supervisor 
 
________________________ ________________________    __________________________ 
          Michael S. Hash          Thomas R. Revels       William L. Shepley, Clerk 
   Providence Supervisor         Wilson Supervisor         Grayson County Board  
 
 
 RESOLUTION – MT. ROGERS COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD  

 FOR A LINE OF CREDIT 
 

Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 
of the Board of Supervisors of the Grayson County, Virginia 

Pursuant To Virginia Code Section 37.2-504.A.11 
Authorizing Mount Rogers Community Services Board  

To Incur a Borrowing Obligation 
 

WHEREAS, the County of Grayson, Virginia (the "County"), with the Counties of Bland, 
Carroll, Smyth, and Wythe, Virginia, and the City of Galax, established Mount Rogers Community 



Services Board (“MRCSB”) as required by Section 37.2-500 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended (“Code of Virginia”); and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 37.2-504.A.11 of the Code of Virginia permits community services 
boards (“CSBs”) to  apply for and accept loans as authorized by the governing body of each city 
or county that established it; and 
 

WHEREAS, Sections 37.2-508 and 37.2-608 of the Code of Virginia and State Board 
Policy 4018 establish the annual Community Services Performance Contract as the primary 
accountability and funding mechanism between the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services (“DBHDS”) and each CSB; and 

WHEREAS, DBHDS has included in the FY 2019 Community Services Performance 
Contract, in Exhibit J (Other CSB Accountability Requirements), section E (Financial 
Management), regarding financial management, a section that states the CSB shall maintain an 
operating reserve of funds sufficient to cover at least two months of personnel and operating 
expenses; 

WHEREAS, MRCSB’s personnel and operating expenses are budgeted at approximately 
$61 million including regional/special project/restricted funds, and $56 million excluding 
regional/special project/restricted funds, in the original budget for Fiscal Year 2019; 

WHEREAS, two months of MRCSB’s personnel and operating expenses based on the 
Fiscal Year 2019 original budget approximate $10.2 million including regional/special 
project/restricted funds, and $9.3 million excluding regional/special project/restricted funds; 

WHEREAS, a line of credit of two months of personnel and operating expenses would 
total approximately $10 million; 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors (“Board”) of MRCSB has determined that it is 
necessary and desirable to obtain a line of credit in an amount up to that necessary to cover two 
months of personnel and operating expenses (“LOC Financing”);  

WHEREAS, by resolution, the Boards of Supervisors of the Counties of Grayson, Bland, 
Carroll, Smyth, and Wythe, Virginia, and the City Council of the City of Galax have been 
requested to authorize the Board to establish an LOC Financing of up to $10 million; and 

WHEREAS, a financial institution or other credit-granting entity will be requested to 
extend a line of credit commitment of up to $10 million to MRCSB; and 
 

WHEREAS, MRCSB’s Executive Director, staff, and Board have determined that, in order 
to ensure compliance with the FY 2019 Community Services Performance Contract, Exhibit J 
(Other CSB Accountability Requirements), section E (Financial Management), establishing an 
LOC Financing of up to $10 million is prudent; and 
 

WHEREAS, a financial institution or other credit-granting entity will be requested to 
extend a line of credit commitment of up to $10 million to MRCSB; and 
 



WHEREAS, MRCSB’s Executive Director, staff, and Board have determined that, in order 
to ensure compliance with the FY 2019 Community Services Performance Contract, Exhibit J 
(Other CSB Accountability Requirements), section E (Financial Management), establishing an 
LOC Financing of up to $10 million is prudent; and 
 

WHEREAS, MRCSB seeks the County's authorization solely to meet the statutory 
requirement for governing body approval; and 
 

WHEREAS, an LOC Financing of up to $10 million will enable MRCSB to continue carrying 
out governmental activities in connection with its mental health, developmental disabilities, and 
substance use disorder services in the Counties of Grayson, Bland, Carroll, Smyth, and Wythe, 
Virginia, and the City of Galax; and 
 

WHEREAS, MRCSB and the County understand and agree that no payments will be 
requested by MRCSB from the County in connection with any repayments of borrowings on the 
LOC Financing and that the LOC Financing will not constitute a debt or pledge of the full faith 
and credit of the County and will not impose any liability on the County, nor is the requested 
authorization a guarantee of the LOC Financing on the part of the County; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY OF GRAYSON, VIRGINIA:  
 

1. That pursuant to the requirement of Section 37.2-504.A.11 of the Code of Virginia, 
authorization is hereby given to MRCSB for the above described LOC Financing of up to $10 
million to be applied for and accepted by MRCSB on the terms and conditions of the documents 
required by the Lender to evidence and secure the LOC Financing, and such authorization shall 
include any and all modifications to and refunding’s or refinancing of the LOC Financing (other 
than any modification which would increase the principal amount of the LOC Financing in excess 
of the amounts set forth herein). 
 

2. The authorization of the above described LOC Financing of up to $10 million to be 
applied for and accepted by MRCSB does not constitute an endorsement to the Lender of the 
creditworthiness of MRCSB nor is it a guarantee of the LOC Financing. Furthermore, the County 
shall not be obligated to pay nor to guarantee any debt incurred by MRCSB as a result of the 
LOC Financing to be applied for and accepted by MRCSB, nor any interest or other costs 
associated therewith. Accordingly, no debt of MRCSB shall constitute a debt or pledge of the 
faith and credit of the County, and the taxing power of the County shall not be pledged thereto. 
 

3.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 
 
Adopted at the regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Grayson, Virginia 
held on October 16th, 2018. 
 
 
Signed by          Date     
   Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair 
      Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 



Attested by          Date     
    William L. Shepley, Clerk 
      Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

 
 
 MT. ROGERS COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD FY 2019 PERFORMANCE CONTRACT 

 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to accept the performance contract; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0.  The performance contract will be kept on file in 
the County Administrators office due to the volume of the contract. 
 
 
 RESOLUTION – SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA TRAINING CENTER 

 
Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 
of the Board of Supervisors of the Grayson County, Virginia 

in Support for Legislation Allowing the Blue Ridge Crossroads Economic Development 
Authority (BRCEDA) and the Commonwealth of Virginia to Collaborate on Finding New 

Uses for the Southwest Virginia Training Center (SWVATC) 
 

WHEREAS, in 2012 the Commonwealth of Virginia entered into a settlement with the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) regarding Virginia’s compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and the 1999 Supreme Court decision in the Olmstead case; and 
 

WHEREAS, because of this settlement it was decided that the Southwest Virginia 
Training Center would close, resulting in the displacement of hundreds of patients and the loss 
of approximately 300 jobs; and 
 

WHEREAS, this closure is now imminent; and 

WHEREAS, the Southwest Virginia Training Center (SWVATC) has historically provided 
specialized medical and other services far beyond the scope of the settlement with the 
Department of Justice; and 

WHEREAS, the state representatives of our region, notable Senator William Carrico, 
Delegate Jeffrey Campbell, and Delegate Israel O’Quinn, have recognized that the closure of this 
facility presents a hardship to Southwest Virginia, due to the loss of employment, as well as the 
non-existence of replacement services, especially within the localities of Grayson and Carroll 
Counties and the City of Galax; and 

WHEREAS, the campus-like layout of the facility lends itself to alternative uses that 
could provide improved, as well as critically needed services to the Twin County region and the 
Commonwealth, while at the same time resulting in enhanced employment opportunities; and 



WHEREAS, the leadership of Grayson, Carroll and Galax, through their mutual 
participation in the Blue Ridge Crossroads Development Authority have agreed that regional 
pursuit of an alternate use provides the greatest probability of success and would serve the 
citizens of each locality to the greatest advantage; and 

WHEREAS, Senator William Carrico, Delegate Jeffrey Campbell, and Delegate Israel 
O’Quinn are prepared to introduce and work for the passage of legislation that would allow 
BRCEDA to market the SWVATC to various private healthcare and other professional services 
providers, while the Commonwealth remains in place as a partner and owner of record of the 
facility and providing the required maintenance on the property, thereby alleviating distress 
created by closure of the facility and the resulting loss of employment; and  

WHEREAS, these representatives and the leadership of BRCEDA have agreed as a high 
priority concern to focus on finding a way to use the facility to house children requiring foster 
homes that are frequently sent to treatment facilities outside of the region, thereby reducing 
hardship on the children while alleviating the treatment costs incurred by local government and 
the Commonwealth;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Grayson, Virginia does hereby 
resolve and express its support and desire for the Virginia General Assembly to enact such 
legislation as is necessary to permit BRCEDA to market the SWVATC to private companies in the 
healthcare, foster care or other appropriate and similar business in partnership with the 
Commonwealth.  
 
 

Adopted this 16th day of October 2018, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
 

                      By:    ________   
    Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair 

              Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
Certificate: 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors at its regular meeting held on October 16th, 2018. 
 
 
             By:________________________________ 
                 William L. Shepley, Clerk 
       Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST – SHERIFF’S ADMINISTRATION FUND 

 
Per the request from Sheriff Vaughan, the their patrol vehicles are equipped with 
Mobile Data Terminals (MDTs) which enables the deputies to access valuable 



information while on patrol. The Dell Laptops that are currently in use are over six (6) 
years old.  The ports are worn out and many of them are not working.  Sheriff Vaughan 
is requesting to appropriate $19,000 from the Sheriff’s Admin Fund which is held by the 
Treasurer, to purchase thirteen (13) refurbished Panasonic Toughbook’s.  Sheriff 
Vaughan noted that the Sheriff Admin Fund is restricted to the Sheriff’s office use only.  
The current balance of the fund is $31,042 and this purchase will not require any tax 
payer dollars.  Supervisor Fant inquired if it would be possible to replace a few at a time 
instead of replacing all at one time – basically start them on a cycle.  Carl Caudill, IT 
Director, noted that by doing them in “cycles” the technology would be a little different 
and by replacing them all at the same time, the technology would be the same with 
each one.  Supervisor Fant noted that he was thinking about future budgeting.  
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Deputy County Administrator Mitch Smith updated the Board on Pleasant Grove Road. 
Mr. Smith spoke with Jeff Russell of the VDOT Wytheville Residency and VDOT went out 
and looked at the road, placing the flags back & how they were placed, and noted that 
just 100’ up the road there is a pull-off.  Mr. Russell noted that doing some upgrading to 
the road would be a better option for those that travel the road which would cost 
approximately $500,000 and would mean that the County would need to add it to the 
Six-Year Plan – to do construction of that type, it would need to be in the Six-Year Plan.  
In doing that the width of the road would increase especially for the first one-half mile 
of up to four (4) feet.  The cost of construction to add pull-offs would be astronomical 
and Mr. Russell feels that by doing the upgrading to the road it would be more 
advantageous.  Mr. Smith also stated that he had spoken with Mr. Roger Billings (who 
lives on Pleasant Grove Road) and explained Mr. Russell’s thoughts to him.  Supervisor 
Fant inquired about the $500,000 and Mr. Smith stated that it would be added on to the 
six-year plan at the tail-end and would be included in Grayson County’s portion of the 
allocation money.   
 
William L. Shepley gave the following County Administrator’s report: 

o Gave an update on the Community Health Assessment (CHA) & the preliminary 
survey results for Grayson County 
 Thanked the Board for all their help in getting the forms to the public 
 300 surveys were expected, and we had 550 responses from all 7 zip 

codes 
 Cost of health care is the biggest concern; followed by drug use; 

availability of health care; unemployment; cancer. 



 26% have been to an emergency room in the last year with; only 7.6% 
had an emergency injury; 29% have a chronic illness; approximately 64% 
can afford their medication; 20% have used tobacco products in the last 
month; 38% say it’s not easy to get fresh fruits/vegetables; 20% didn’t 
have enough money to buy food in the last year; 14% did not have 
enough money to pay rent in the last year; 18% did not have enough 
money to buy medicine in the last year; 9% regularly receive food from a 
food bank/food pantry; 70% must travel outside of their community for 
healthcare; 79% disagree or strongly disagree that “my community 
provides good job opportunities”; 8% do not have insurance 

 Most of the respondents were age 26-65+ with the education level of 
respondents having a high school diploma 

 Income range of the respondents were from $10,000 to $99,999 
 The grant application has been submitted, thanks to the help of Mr. Brian 

Reed, Mt. Rogers Planning District Commission and we should hear 
something in December in January 

o Introduced the new Grayson County Emergency Services Coordinator, Mr. Mike 
Musser, who will begin with the County on November 1, 2018.  Mr. Musser has 
31 years of experience with the Virginia State Police and lives in Grayson County 
with his wife Lynda. 

 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
Supervisor Fant noted that the Wired Road was informed this week that one of the 
Internet Service Providers (ISP) will cease operations in the Galax, VA area which is 
LSNet that’s owned by Jim Tarvid.  Letters have been sent out from LSNet to the 
customers to let them know this and Wide Open is working to change these customers 
over to one of the other two providers.   
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter and §2.2-3711(A)(5) 
discussions relating to prospective business or industry or expansion of an existing 
business or industry; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 



Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 16th day of October 2018, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 


	IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS

