
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
December 17, 2018 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, 
Michael S. Hash and Thomas R. Revels. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor requested item #5 of the agenda/consent agenda (Grayson County School 
Board – CIP Fund Request) be pulled out for individual review.  Supervisor Fant made 
the motion to approve the change; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING  

- TO RECEIVE COMMENTS REGARDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT 
AMENDMENT AS IT RELATES TO ARTICLE 3 SECTION 15.11 AND APPLICABLE 
SECTIONS OF THE GRAYSON COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 

Mr. William Crawford, representing the Planning Commission, explained to the Board 
that the County is assigned space on the communications towers and could potentially 
be appointed to affiliates. Mr. Crawford explained that the current zoning text reads as 
follows: Owners of towers shall provide Grayson County and/or its political subdivision or 
agent, with space on the tower, at no cost to the county, at an elevation of at least one-
hundred thirty (130) feet (or at another height to be determined jointly by the owner and 
the county), to accommodate the county’s needs.  The proposed zoning text amendment 
reads: Owners of towers shall provide Grayson County and/or its political subdivision or 
agent, with space on the tower, at no cost to the county, at an elevation to be 
determined jointly by the owner of the tower and the county, to accommodate the 
county.  The county may assign this space to an affiliate at no cost to the county.  The 
Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding the text amendment and no one 
attended.  The Planning Commission approved the text changes and recommend the 
Board of Supervisors do so as well.  Supervisor Fant further explained that this evolved 



out of the Wired Road and the Broadband Committee regarding cell phones that the 
Wired Road had attempted to place some equipment on a cell phone tower.  However, 
because that language was not in our county ordinance, the Wired Road had to pay a 
rental fee to that tower owner to place the equipment there.  The Wired Road is a 
regional authority which is approved by the General Assembly and the County is in 
support of that.  Also, the height language in the current ordinance – potentially as we 
try to expand broadband and even micro-cellular, may have prevented us from building 
additional towers because of the height restriction.  Supervisor Hash made the motion 
to open the public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0.  No 
one signed up to speak so Supervisor Revels made the motion to close the public 
hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll call vote as follows:  
Supervisor Belton – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Sutherland – aye; Supervisor 
Revels – aye; Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

- RESOLUTION – RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mr. Shepley explained to the Board that in order for the County to obtain any kind of 
grant opportunities through the USDA, the County will need to pass a resolution (listed 
below).  Mr. Shepley read the resolution.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 
of the Board of Supervisors of the Grayson County, Virginia 

 
 The Governing Body of the Grayson County Board of Supervisors, consisting of five (5) 
members, at a regular scheduled meeting held on the 17th day of December 2018, at which a 
quorum was present RESOLVED as follows: 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that in order to facilitate obtaining financial assistance from 
the United States of America, United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Development (the 
Government) in the development of Grant Funds to serve the community, the Governing Body 
does hereby adopt and abide by all covenants contained in the agreements, documents, and 
forms required by the Government to be executed. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Administrator of the County of Grayson be 
authorized to execute on behalf of the Grayson County Board of Supervisors, the above 
referenced agreements, documents, and forms and to execute such other documents including, 
but not limited to, debt instruments, security instruments, and/or grant agreements as may be 
required in obtaining the said financial assistance. 

This Resolution is hereby entered into the permanent minutes of the meeting of the 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors. 



 

                   County of Grayson 
                         [Entity Name] 
       

                      By:    ________   
    Brenda R. Sutherland, Chair 

  Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
Attest:  ________________________ 
                   William L. Shepley, Clerk 
              Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
 
I hereby certify that the above Resolution was duly adopted by the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors at its regular meeting held on December 17, 2018. 
 
 
             By: ________________________________ 
                 William L. Shepley, Clerk 
       Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 

- SURPLUS – SHERIFF’S OFFICE – DUTY WEAPONS 
 
Mr. Shepley explained that he had received a request from Sheriff Richard Vaughan 
stating the following along with a list of weapons to surplus: 

 



 
Supervisor Hash noted that the purchase has been made already and he would abstain 
from the vote and feels the Board should have been informed before instead of after 
completion.  Supervisor Fant noted that in the future the County may need to look at 
when we need to replace our inventory, looking at when do we need to do it and how 
frequent for a budgetary fund stand point.  Supervisor Revels inquired as to why the 
Supervisors needed to approve; Supervisor Fant noted that the Board has to approve 
the surplus of the weapons to the officers that carried them, not the purchasing of 
weapons.  Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; being no second motion made, 
Supervisor Fant withdrew his motion and made the motion to table this item until the 
Sheriff can clarify the request; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

- SURPLUS – SHERIFF’S OFFICE- VEHICLES 
 
Mr. Shepley explained to the Board that the Sheriff’s office would like to surplus the 
following vehicles:  2010 Dodge Charger – vehicle has been taken out of service to being 
wrecked and is currently at the bus garage being used for parts; vehicle has 
approximately 140,000 miles (Vin 5673) and a 2011 Dodge Charger – vehicle has been 
taken out of service due to a bad engine/transmission and is at the bus garage being 
used for spare parts; vehicle has approximately 147,000 miles (Vin 3756).  Supervisor 
Revels made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 
5-0. 



- BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
CPMT Board – 4-year term: 

• Thomas Revels, alternate – term expires 12/31/18 
 
New River RC&D – 1-year term: 

• Will Crawford – term expires 12/31/18 
 
Rooftop of Virginia, CAP: 

• Appoint Mitch Smith, currently serving as an alternate for Mr. Shepley, as 
primary representative – Mr. Shepley has been appointed to the Twin Co 
Hospital Board and their meetings are the same time as the Rooftop meetings. 

• Appoint an alternate for Mitch Smith – alternate does not have to be a public 
official (Supervisor Sutherland noted that the Board has time to appoint an 
alternate) 

 
SWVA Emergency Medical Services – 3-year term: 

• Position is currently held by Leesa Gayheart, whose term expires 12/31/18.  
Recommend appointing Mike Musser, the County’s new Director of Emergency 
Services. 

 
Wythe-Grayson Regional Library – 4-year term: 

• Rosamond Lehtinen resigned effective 12/30/18; the Library Board would like to 
appoint Dr. Scott Wright to fill the remainder of her term which expires 
12/31/21. 

 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 

- BUDGET CALENDAR 
 
Mr. Shepley explained that due to the snow we’ve been unable to compile the 
budgetary documents the Board requested at last month’s meeting due to being stuck 
at his NC home last week due to the winter storm.  If the board would allow, we’ll have 
the documents to them by Thursday, December 20, 2018 for their review regarding the 
goals and strategies for the upcoming year.  If the Board can review the documents then 
we’d still be able to manage the target date of Friday, December 21, 2018 to disburse 
the budget documents to each department.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to 
approve the calendar as presented; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Supervisor Fant 
noted that the Board delayed approval last month so they could have the document but 
didn’t receive it – Mr. Shepley apologized for the delay.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

 



- Grayson County School Board – CIP Fund Request 
 
This item was moved out of the consent agenda – Supervisor Fant asked to table this 
item until next month to give the school time to provide documentation on what they 
are spending the $215,626.58 on since the request letter didn’t specify. Mr. Shepley 
stated that just before the meeting began, he received documentation regarding this.  
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table this until the January 2019 meeting and give 
the Board time to review the document; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 
 9 of the original 16 initiatives are underway – including 2 new ones 
 Working with the rest of the counties that have signed on with the Opioid 

legislation; Mr. Shepley turned it over to Mr. Mitch Smith to give an update – 
Delegate Jeff Campbell came to the County Administration office and met with 
him and Linda Osborne.  We have completed the fact sheet which pertains to 
Grayson County; the County attorney looked at it today, stated it’s good to sign.  
Mr. Shepley signed the document and we sent it back to the attorney.  The 
attorneys are monitoring all that’s going on. 

 In looking at the total budget from FY2008 through FY2019 – the federal 
government states that the inflation rate has averaged 3% in that time period.   
By taking the dollars that was spent in 2008, apply 3% increase per year, then 
the increase in the budget for this county between 2008 through 2019 is .37% 
which means the county had averaged less than ½ percent in real dollars 
increase in the budget since 2008.  Mr. Shepley commended the Board along 
with the employees for managing and growing the county. 

 Broadband update – Mr. Shepley turned it over to Supervisor Fant.  We have 
received 3 companies that have responded to the RFP.  The Broadband 
committee will meet on Wednesday to look at those. 
 

 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None  
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 



 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) 
of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter and §2.2-3711(A)(5) discussions 
relating to prospective business or industry or expansion of an existing business or 
industry; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 17th day of December 2018, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
Supervisor Fant inquired about the location for the organizational meeting.  Mr. Smith 
noted that we are trying to acquire the Alice House for the meeting.    Supervisor Fant 
suggested Fox Creek to cater the meal. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
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