
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
May 9, 2019 
 
Members attending - Kenneth R. Belton, Michael S. Hash, Brenda R. Sutherland, John S. 
Fant and Thomas R. Revels.  
 



IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Jeff Miller gave the following update on Making Grayson Glow: 
 Progressing right along 
 Canisters will be placed in stores for donations 
 Bingo will be held June 1, 2019 at the VFW; games start at 6pm; great prizes; first 

major fundraising event 
 Great article in the newspaper 
 Thanked Leesa Gayheart for her help with the letters 
 Ricky Anderson donated a storage building for Making Grayson Glow usage until 

last weekend in July 
 Walking tacos at the 4th of July 
 Grayson Glow will set up during the “take a break from the interstate” 
 Grayson County elected official has made a donation 
 Goal is $30,000; Town of Independence will match up to $10,000 

 
IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 

• Grayson County School Board – Baywood School 
 
Mr. Smith noted that per Mr. Wilmore, this will go before the School Board at the 
meeting scheduled for Monday evening, May 13, 2019 and he hopes to bring the deed 
to County Administration on Tuesday morning, May 14, 2019. 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 

• Proclamation – Building Safety Month 2019 
 
Mr. Shepley read the Proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. The event will be May 
31, 2019 at Lowes/Galax; food will be provided.Mr  
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS  

• Board of Zoning Appeals (4-year term) – Greg Hash (Wilson District) – term 
expired 3/31/19 – Mr. Hash no longer wishes to serve.  Supervisor Revels has 
two (2) folks for consideration.  This appointment was tabled until the next 
regular meeting. 

• The Crooked Road – Rhonda Sproviero is no longer with Grayson County; Will 
Crawford, Tourism Director, would like to serve if it’s the pleasure of the 
board. 

• Ninth District Development Financing Inc (1-year term) – Will Crawford – term 
expires 06/30-19 and will serve another term if it’s the pleasure of the board. 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to appoint Will Crawford to The Crooked 
Road and Ninth District Development Financing Inc; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 

• Wythe-Grayson Regional Library Board (4-year term) – Kate Irwin (Wilson 
District) – term expires 12/31/19 – Mrs. Irwin no longer wishes to serve.  New 
appointee’s term will begin immediately and run through 12/31/19.  
Supervisor Fant noted that he has a person in mind but will defer to Supervisor 
Revels since it’s his district.  This appointment was tabled until the next regular 
meeting. 

 
IN RE:  VRS VOLUNTARY GROUP LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE PROGRAM ADOPTION  
 AGREEMENT 
 
Mr. Shepley deferred to Mrs. Gayheart for explanation.  Mrs. Gayheart explained that 
this is a new opportunity for the County employees (information listed below).  The 
State has opened this up for all employees, not just state employees, to participate in 
this voluntary program.  It will allow county employees to sign up for long term care 
benefits at no cost to the county.  The Board will have to adopt this in order for the 
employees to participate.  Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
IN RE:  SURPLUS – SHERIFF’S OFFICE – CANINE 
 
Sheriff Vaughan addressed the Board and explained that Gauge, an aging K9 be 
surplused to his handler Jordan Johnson.  Gauge is eight (8) years old and suffers from 
hip dysplasia.  Life expectancy for Sheriff K9’s is approximately 10-12 years and Gauges 
has served the county well.  Deputy Jordan Johnson was his handler and has taken a job 
with Washington County Sheriff’s Office.  Deputy Johnson and Gauge have a special 
bond and separating them would be detrimental to both.  With the board’s approval, an 
invoice will be sent to Deputy Johnson for the $1.00 per the VA Code §2.2-1124 – 
Disposition of surplus materials.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 FQHC – will hear September 1, 2019 on if we’ve received the grant – from the 

September 1 date, the Federal Government requires the facility to be 
operational within 120 days; if we receive the grant it would be operational 
January 20, 2020 in both Independence and Fries 

 Progress is being made in the broadband area 
 Work continues with the Baywood Technical Institute 

 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Larry Bolt spoke regarding the 17th Annual Fishing Olympics which will be held this 
Saturday, May 11, 2019 in Elk Creek beginning at 10 a.m., everyone is invited to attend.  
Volunteers are greatly needed and much appreciated. 
 



Mr. Bolt also noted that several citizens in the county have contacted him regarding a 
letter from Better Land Company LLC out of northern Virginia making offers on land.  
They make extremely low offers on land; Mr. Bolt suggested throwing the letter away – 
what they are doing is legal, they are just offering extremely low prices on land. 
 
Mr. James Hayes spoke and invited everyone to attend the Ramp Festival in Whitetop 
next Sunday. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 

- TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AN APPLICATION THAT HAS 
BEEN FILE WITH THE USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOR FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO PURCHASE SHERIFF DEPARTMENT VEHICLE & EQUIPMENT 

 
Sheriff Richard Vaughan spoke regarding this grant.  Approximately every three (3) years 
a grant is available from Rural Development for a vehicle and equipment for the vehicle.  
Rural Development completes the application and this year it’s for $25,000 with a 
$10,000 match required which the Sheriff’s Department has budgeted for it. We’ve had 
really good success in the past in acquiring the grants and feel confident this year will be 
no different. 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to close the public hearing since no one signed up to 
speak; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  
Motion carried 5-0 to proceed. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 

- PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED 
GRAYSON COUNTY VDOT SECONDARY SYSTEM 

 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 David Rutherford of Little River Road stated that this road needs tar & gravel & 

several places need to be widened due to lots of traffic (logging trucks/farm 
trucks/trailers – concerned about safety as well. 

 Jack Shrewsberry of Cornerstone Road read a letter from Darrell Taylor of 
Cornerstone Road who moved there in 1997, there are 18 different residential 
homes and lots of traffic; concerned about the dust/potholes.  Mr. Shrewsberry 
noted that the road is terrible and now we’re lucky to get the mowing along the 
road done now. 



 Richard and Opal Carrico sent in a letter that Supervisor Belton read stating that 
they have lived on Cornerstone Road for 20 years stating they have seen the 
road deteriorate with potholes and an increase in traffic is worse now and safety 
for buses is also a concern. 

 Roger Billings of Pleasant Grove Road spoke representing the folks on the lower 
end of Pleasant Grove Road noting that he’s been to the Board several times in 
the last year and half.  To recap, back in October 2018 and VDOT’s final 
recommendation is to put in one (1) mile in the 6-year plan to update the road 
approximately four (4) feet everywhere which VDOT already has the right-of-
ways.  I built there on Pleasant Grove Road over 30 years ago and this road was 
in the 6-year plan then and I’ve lived through five (5) 6-year plans.  Any 
consideration from the Board and VDOT would be greatly appreciated. 

 Adelaide Devine of Cornerstone Road spoke seconding what Mr. Billings stated 
and also noted that she’s had to repair her driveway twice. 

 Jeff Wilson of Shale Hollow Ln spoke hoping Shale Hollow Ln used to be on the 6-
year plan but found out today that they are no longer on the 6-year plan and is 
coming forward asking for it to be placed back on the 6-year plan to get that 
road fixed. 

 Tom Simpson of Two Rivers Dr (of off Pleasant Grove Road) spoke that there are 
more than 150 seasonal and full-time residents and would like to see it placed on 
the 6-year road plan – they road is really narrow, and safety is a main concern.  
There are four (4) culverts that are washed out plus this is a devalue of property 
value.   

 Debbie Hash of River Hill Lane which is off of Pleasant Grove Road and been a 
resident there for 33 years.  Currently there is 18 homes, 104 river lots plus a 
campground.  Traffic count in 2014 showed 200 cars per day which is a lot of 
vehicles on a dirt road daily.  There are a lot of oversized vehicles on this road 
plus the school bus travels this road daily.  Requesting one (1) mile of Pleasant 
Grove Road beginning at Rt. 58 (Veterans Bridge) to be widened and paved to 
make the road safe.  We would also like to add it to the 6-year plan and also that 
is be prioritized for the safety of not only the ones traveling the road daily but for 
all travelers.  Also thanked Jeff Russell and VDOT for all the work that they do. 

 Jeff Roberts of Whitehead Street/Sparta/NC (has a river lot on Pleasant Grove 
Road) spoke and noted that he’s had a lot there on the river since 1985.  Since 
then they have seen numerous accidents, lots of potholes and some of the banks 
have given away and would like to see guardrails and/or improvements to the 
road before someone really gets hurt. 

 Danny Petty of Rock Chimney Road spoke regarding safety concerns on Pleasant 
Grove road.  Recommended have more turnouts for pulling off and possibly 
some guardrails. 

 Bill Carico spoke regarding Pleasant Grove Road – not safe and need more pull 
offs. 



 Charles Hall of Beagle Lane spoke regarding Beagle Lane road stating that more 
traffic now with school kids (which meets the bus at his driveway for pickup & 
drop-offs) 

 Jackie Reeves was signed up, but Mr. Russell spoke with him outside and Mr. 
Reeves said to say thanks and he was going home. 

 
Mr. Jeff Russell of VDOT addressed the board.  In answer to some of the questions that 
has been posed: 

o Little River Road is currently on the plan (2.3 miles) and is probably all that 
qualifies – Mr. Russell will look at the left side to see if it qualifies.   

o Cornerstone Road does qualify as rural rustic from Graystone Road down to a 
sharp bend – about 1.4 miles; the remainder from the sharp bend out to Rt. 21 
does not qualify as rural rustic due to sheer size of the embankments, etc.   

o Shale Hollow Ln may qualify to be a rural rustic road but Mr. Russell will have to 
take a look to be certain 

o Recommending adding Pleasant Grove Road (1.3 miles) – spot widening – not 
sure if it can be hard surface – just widening; and Beagle Lane (1.2 miles) to the 
6-year road plan which pretty well exhausts the allocations for this year 

o Supervisor Fant inquired about the culverts and safety issues on the roads – Mr. 
Russell noted that VDOT should be looking at those on regular maintenance. 

o Supervisor Belton inquired about the guardrail on Delhart Road and Mr. Russell 
noted they are doing a traffic study now and should be able to use the county 
safety and operational funds that VDOT gives out; hoping to install the guardrail 
as well as directional signage at that one location 

o Supervisor Belton thanked Mr. Russell for all his hard work and for helping 
Grayson County as much as possible. 

 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the resolution (listed below) on the 
Six-Year Road Plan; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Shepley read the Resolutions for Pleasant Grove Road and Beagle Lane (both listed 
below) be added as a Rural Rustic Road.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Supervisor Fant inquired about this upcoming year.  For example, Churchview Lane 
looks like its on the 6-year plan.  Mr. Russell noted that $37,500 is allocated and once 
the ones above it on the list (listed in priority order) are completed, then they’ll move 
on down the list.  Mr. Russell also explained for example, Wallens Creek Rd that the 
estimated cost is $212,000; $2,000 from previous funding and there is $210,000 
additional funding required; $77,476 will be added 2019-20 and $132,524 will be added 
in 2020-21 and will be fully funded. 



Supervisor Fant made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 

- PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2019-2020 BUDGET 

 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mr. Shepley spoke giving an overview of what the county is doing this year and where 
things stand in this fiscal year.  The County is 75% through this current year and we’ve 
spent about 75% of what has been allotted and noted the following: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Mr. James Hayes, Whitetop, Virginia, spoke regarding the tax increase.  Mr. Hayes noted 
that he’s speaking for 80% of folks in the Wilson District.  Mr. Hayes is concerned with 
the tax assessment being $4500 per acre when folks are buying it now for $2-3,000 per 
acre.  He feels that the assessment needs to be looked at very closely. 



Mrs. Sarah Osborne, Independence, Virginia, spoke thanking the Board for their service 
and is in favor of the tax increase – we need to be able to provide fire/rescue, garbage, 
internet, etc.  We have 500000 people that come through our county each year and we 
have the 3rd lowest tax rate in the state.   
 
Ms. Debby Greif, Mouth of Wilson, Virginia, spoke regarding the budget and goals but 
are confused as to why the county would link money into a high tech facility in Baywood 
School which is deteriorating while at the same time cutting $400,000 from our public 
education budget.  Crossroads currently does the same thing.  Priorities need to be 
focused on our current student and system before embarking on a whole new education 
system.  Current schools, buses and technology is what we need money for.  Ms Greif 
also noted that inflation is also affecting the teachers and would like to get back on the 
salary scale continuing with the yearly steps with eventually adjusting the salary scale to 
surrounding counties – currently the teachers salaries are significantly lower that the 
surrounding counties.  Superintendent Wilmore and the School Board have assured the 
teachers that their salaries will be restored for the 19-20 school year and feel they can 
manage this even with a short-change funding due to the 5% that the governor 
approved for salaries this year.  Even with that, the teachers are still not at a competive 
salary pay within our area so funding will need to be continued and maintained – not 
keep getting cut; six (6) teachers from the high school have left within the past five (5) 
months due to the low pay.  Without the best teachers at the schools, it hurts the 
students.   
 
Mr. Fred Weatherman, Independence, Virginia, spoke in favor of the tax increase but 
does have an issue with the county not collecting  ALL the taxes owed.  Mr. 
Weatherman noted that he pays his taxes so everyone else should as well.   The county 
needs to do a better job of collecting the taxes. 
 
Mr. Allen Faulkner, Fries, Virgina thanked the Board for their support for the Emergency 
Services Commission.  Mr. Faulkner noted that currently if one of the members is 
injured, there is no workers comp coverage for them and asked the Board for their 
support and approving workers comp coverage for their members. 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) 
of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter, §2.2-3711(A)(4) to discuss a matter 
requiring the protection of the privacy of an individual in a personal matter not related 
to public business and §2.2-3711(A)(5) discussions relating to prospective business or 
industry or expansion of an existing business or industry; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this May day of 9, 2019, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
 
 
 



IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to continue the meeting to Monday, May 20, 2019 at 
5:30 p.m. for a budget work session; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
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