
 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
October 10, 2019 
 
 
Members attending were:  Brenda R. Sutherland, Kenneth R. Belton, John S. Fant, 
Michael S. Hash and Thomas R. Revels. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Keith Andrews of the New River Wildlife Conservation Club gave the following 
update: 
 Fly Fishing Clinic was held May 21/22, 2019 with 11 people participating – since 

the river was up, and not able to get in the river; hope to have another one in 
May 2020 

 Basic Kayaking Clinic was held July 6, 2019 – 26 people were interested so we 
had to split the groups with the second one held on July 27, 2019 – river was too 
high and muddy on July 6 and couldn’t get in the river but on July 27 we were 
able to on the river  

 River Bottom Fun Day was held July 13, 2019 for member, their families and their 
guests with morning float/fishing trip, afternoon fun time and a cookout to end 
the day 

 The State 3d Championship for Bow Shooters was conducted this year at the 
New River Wildlife Conservation Club – to be a member of the Bow Club, you 
must be a member of our Wildlife Club.  We also hope to revamp our 
constitution this year so it will be clearer regarding organizations, etc. 

 River Clean-up was small but mighty – 12 people participated this year – 
collected 40 tires this year along with mattresses, appliances and lots of debris!  
Looking to change the clean-up date from June to another month to hopefully 
have a better turnout.  In the future we would like to get in touch with the 
landowners who have riverfront property along with more organizations to get 
more people involved and participating 

 Looking to place signs at the Veterans Bridge and Riverside DGIF Sites 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 VDGIF Elk Project – Site Visit was held on September 17, 2019 in Buchanan 

County to see elk 
 VDGIF Hunters Ed held 2 sessions with 26 participants; over 60% female, over 

60% youth (below the age of 18) with live fire and safety trail training 
 Key Points:  *Progress has been made in serving our community and members 

*We are attracting participants from outside of Grayson County to our programs 
and initiatives 
*We are cooperating with and gaining recognition with various state agencies 
and non-profits in the area  
*We will need continued support from the County to further our efforts – help 
us with communication to the community and with the river clean-up.   

 Would like the County to consider taking a look at reducing the speed limit by 
the building – it’s a busy section of road by the building and traffic travels faster 
than safe – we have around 35-40 events per year 

Supervisor Belton inquired about membership for the Club and Mr. Andrews noted that 
it is $25 per year but will be increasing to $30 per year.  Currently we have 
approximately 40-50 members. 
 
Mr. Jonathan Luper, Director of Grayson County Public Works, gave an update on 
plastics: 
 Alleghany County is sending their recyclables to Laurel Spring to stockpile 
 Ashe County is sending all recyclables to Foot Hills Recycling in Wilkesboro, NC – 

they will accept plastic, if it is baled/hauled to their site which would cost $60 
per ton at the Wilkesboro facility 

 Surry County is currently stockpiling plastic 
 NC Law will not permit any plastic in their landfills 
 Washington County VA stopped collecting plastic August 2018 
 City of Bristol VA stopped collecting plastic March 1, 2019 
 Smyth County, VA stopped collecting plastic February 2019 
 Town of Chilhowie, VA accepts no plastic 
 Town of Abington, VA stopped collecting plastic July 2019 
 Pulaski County Montgomery Regional Solid Waste Authority (MRSWA) 
 MRSWA in Christiansburg, VA does collect #1 and #2 plastic 
 Wise Recycling in Bristol, VA collects no plastic and has 120,000 lbs on yard 
 Virginia Dept. of Environmental Quality has contacted Grayson County and they 

are exploring the feasibility of supplying a plastic firm in Tennessee with 
recyclable plastic 

 Tracol of Hillsville, VA accepts #1, #2 and #5 – bottles and jugs 
 Virginia Recycling of Max Meadows, VA accepts no plastic 

Supervisor Fant asked Mr. Luper to follow-up next month regarding #1, 2 plastics 
Supervisor Belton asked Mr. Luper about our competitiveness on bins; Mr. Luper  



responded that before any change is done regarding the fees on bins, we call 
around to adjoining counties to check prices.  Supervisor Fant suggested 
soliciting businesses by fliers, etc.  Supervisor Fant also inquired about a market 
for collecting glass – Wythe County does collect it - Mr. Luper noted that it’s in 
their contract that they have to collect it – we’ve looked at collecting glass but 
it’s not feasible for us based on the cost of the equipment it would take to 
process it. 

 
Mr. Jeff Miller, Chair of Making Grayson Glow promoted: 
 37th Annual Privy Race and Mountain Fall Festival will be held on Saturday, 

October 12, 2019.   
 Friday, October 11, 2019 is the last day of the Farmers Market 
 Binglow will be held at the VFW on Saturday, October 12, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 
 Town of Independence Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held on November 30, 

2019 with music starting at 5:30 p.m.  Hot chocolate and hot cider will be served 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
 
EDA – 4yr term – Tony Shaffner – term expired August 8, 2019.  Supervisor Hash noted 
he is still looking for someone to fill this position. 
 
IN:  SURPLUS – PUBLIC WORKS 
 
 1996 Ford Super Duty Truck with Box Bed (bed has holes; doors won’t 

open/close; vehicle won’t run; odometer 366,327 
 1998 Jeep Cherokee (won’t pass inspection) odometer 197,726 

Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN:  RESOLUTION – GRAYSON COUNTY BURN BAN AND RATIFY 
 
Mr. Shepley explained that a burn ban was placed into effect for Grayson County on 
September 27, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.  Mr. Shepley read the Resolution with an update on a 
future path.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Hash – Aye; Supervisor Revels – Aye; 
Supervisor Sutherland – Aye; Supervisor Fant – Aye; Supervisor Belton – Aye.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
 
 



 RESOLUTION 
 

A RESOLUTION FOR DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY  
DUE TO DRY WEATHER CONDITIONS 

 
WHEREAS, lack of precipitation in the County during the month of September, as 

confirmed by the National Weather Service at Blacksburg, VA, and unseasonably high 
temperatures have caused grasslands and woodlands to be extremely dry causing a 
moderate increase in fire risk throughout Grayson County; and, 

 
WHEREAS, uncontrolled, open fires pose a serious threat to life and property 

while the current dry conditions exist; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the County Administrator, after consultation with Grayson County 
Sheriff’s Department and advisement from the Grayson County Emergency Services 
Commission, has recommended that the County of Grayson, Virginia and subject to 
confirmation by the Board of Supervisors, declare an emergency prohibition against any 
person setting fire, or procuring another person to set fire, to any woods, brush, logs, 
leaves, grass, debris, or other flammable material within the boundaries of Grayson 
County both on any public as well as on any private property, until this declaration of 
emergency prohibition is declared ended by official act of the County; and, 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, that the Administrator of the County of Grayson, 
Virginia, does hereby accept the recommendation of the Emergency Services 
Commission to issue a DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY DUE TO DRY WEATHER 
CONDITIONS in accordance with §44-146.21 and §15.2-922.1 of the Code of Virginia and 
hereby establishes a ban on open-air burning for the County of Grayson until further 
notice and putting on alert the response and recovery programs of all applicable local 
and inter-jurisdictional emergency operations plans should activation be warranted. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ban is effective September 27, 2019 and that 
is shall remain in effect until such ban is ended by the action of the Board of Supervisors. 
 

Adopted this 10th day of October 2019, in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
 

                      By:    ________   
    Kenneth R. Belton, Chair 

              Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
Attest: ________________________________ 
           William L. Shepley, Clerk 
              Grayson County Board of Supervisors 



Mr. Smith, Deputy County Administrator, spoke with Donnie Garman, Virginia Dept. of 
Forestry, through this time period, and with the NOAH weather center and they’ve 
noted that the drought conditions will continue across the southwestern portions of 
Virginia despite the recent rain with minimal opportunities within the next week for 
significant rainfall plus the leaves will begin falling shortly.  In discussing further with Mr. 
Garman, he would recommend leaving the ban in place because if we don’t get any 
significant rain by the time the leaves start falling, he feels that the State will issue a 
ban.  Another option for consideration would be a burn permit for those camping in the 
parks/campgrounds but they (parks/campgrounds) would be responsible – copy of 
permit would need to be sent to 911 to let them know, however, at this time the Board 
left the decision to the discretion of staff .  Supervisor Revels made the motion to leave 
the burn ban in place and leave it up to staff if we need to change and then ratify at the 
next meeting; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  MT. ROGERS COMMUNITY SERVICES – FY20 PERFORMANCE CONTRACT 
 
Mr. Shepley explained the contract along some minor changes.  Staff has reviewed the 
changes and we are comfortable with what they are recommending and would like the 
Boards approval.  The complete contract along with the minor changes will be kept on 
file in the County Administration Office.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 On September 23/24, the Virginia Building Code Official Association (VBCOA) 

inducted James S. Moss as president – Grayson County plays a prominent roll in 
the association.  Also, Jada Black was presented an award for excellence for her 
invaluable service the website manager from 2016-2019 for VBCOA – very proud 
of our staff.  Mr. Smith noted that he was able to attend this event and Grayson 
County was represented very well! 

 Attended the Governor’s Summit in Blacksburg, Virginia – regarding broadband 
in rural communities and the focus was Grayson County 

 Attended the Investing in Rural America Conference in Harrisonburg, Virginia 
regarding funding sources for rural counties 

 Feeding America will have their first Mobile Food Pantry distribution at the 
Whitetop Community Center on Monday, October 21 from 9am-1pm and will be 
there the 3rd Monday of every month – weather permitting 

 October is Breast Cancer and Domestic Violence Month – the courthouse is lit up 
with pink lights and purple bows 

 Our United Way Campaign is under way and will end on Wednesday, October 30 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 



As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) 
of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter and pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(5) for 
discussions relating to prospective business or industry or expansion of an existing 
business or industry; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 10th day of October 2019, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
_______________________ 
Kenneth R. Belton, Chair 
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