
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
February 13, 2020 
 
 
Members attending:  Kenneth R. Belton, Michael S. Hash, Brenda R. Sutherland, John S. 
Fant, and Thomas R. Revels. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Scott Wickham, Auditor of Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates gave a presentation for 
the Grayson County Audit Year Ended June 30th, 2019 which is on file in the Grayson 
County Administrators Office.  Unmodified opinion is great. 
 
Mr. Jonathan Luper, Director of Public Works gave the following on plastics update: 



• In 2019 total tonnage was 735 ton recycled – revenue averted is $40,468.67 that 
we didn’t have to pay for tipping fees; 1.321 million pounds of cardboard 
recycled; 7,900 pounds of aluminum recycled 

• Will start accepting #1 and #2 plastics only effective March 1, 2020, NO PLASTIC 
BAGS (WALMART-FOOD CITY) – Wednesday from 8am-12pm and Friday from 
8am-12pm 

 
Mrs. Chris Pollins, Executive Director OF Chestnut Creek School of the Arts gave the 
following update: 

 

 

 

 
Twenty (20) percent of instructors are from Grayson County and 43% of students are 
from Grayson County. 



Erin Cox gave the following 4-H update: 
• The youth livestock club is growing, and the club took a trip to Georgia 
• 109 4-H kids just returned from Richmond where they were able to meet their 

legislators and representatives; student Hayden Walters spoke to the Board 
regarding his experience at Richmond 

• Ag Field Day is held for 4th graders at the Matthew Living History Farm 
• Field & Stream Day is held for the 5th graders 
• The Reality Store is held for all 8th graders from Galax/Grayson 
• Town Square Christmas experience – lots of hands on experience for the kids and 

community and served over 175 kids that visited Santa that day with 
approximately 300 folks attending. 

 
Ms. Brett Morris gave an update on the Grayson JAM program: 

Grayson JAM Mission 
We believe that children who are actively engaged in traditional mountain music are more connected 
and better prepared to strengthen our community for future generations. Our mission is to provide 
students low cost access to old time and bluegrass music and dance education, augmented by 
enrichment activities which introduce children to additional Appalachian culture & history. 
Challenge - Grayson County is home to the headquarters of JAM, Inc., but does not have 
a JAM affiliate program. In order to learn a traditional Appalachian instrument, a child must 
do so from family or friends, seek a JAM affiliate in another locality or obtain private 
lessons. Many families in our community do not have the resources to do this, and 
therefore miss out on this music education/cultural preservation opportunity. 
Program Statistics -  
• Started in Alleghany County in 2000 by award winning musician and school counselor Helen 

White 
• Parent office located in Independence since 2012 
• Currently 53 JAM affiliates in 4 states, including programs in Galax, Wythe, Smyth, 

Bland, Floyd, Franklin, Washington, Pulaski, Montgomery, Scott, Wise, Alleghany, Ashe 
• Serving over 2,000 students 
• Free and reduced tuition, instruments provided 

Objective - 
To provide after school, small group instruction for kids in grades 3-8 on instruments 
common to the Appalachian region, such as fiddle, banjo and guitar, in addition to 
dance and vocal instruction with group enrichment activities. 

• Initial program parameters: 20 kids, 2 hours, one day a week, with 4 paid 
instructors; overseen by advisory board and paid program director 

Anticipated Outcomes 
• Introduces and connect kids, who may otherwise have no access, to traditional 

Appalachian music 
• Provides students a community based extracurricular activity 
• Improves school performance with music education 
• Affords Grayson County a community development/economic opportunity 
• Teaches translatable job skills that are conducive to retaining youth in our community 
 



Initially this would be housed in Independence.  
Sophia Puckett and Mary Ellen Wingate then played for the Board. 
 
 

IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS – PROCLAMATION – CENSUS AWARENESS DAY 
 
Mr. Shepley read the proclamation (listed below).  Supervisor Revels made the motion 
to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

‘Census Awareness Day’ 
 

WHEREAS, every ten years, Article 1, Section 2 of the United States Constitution mandates a 
count of all the people living in the United States and its territories; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2020 Census will address every household in the nation with a simple 
questionnaire with the goal of counting everyone once, only once, and in the right place; and 
 

WHEREAS, data obtained by the survey will be used to help determine how approximately $675 
billion will be distributed from the federal government to state, local, and tribal governments annually; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, up to $2,000 of federal funding will be lost for each person not counted; as well as 
upwards of $20,000 of federal funding lost every ten years; and 
 

WHEREAS, a complete count requires that we bring together leaders from all communities of the 
Commonwealth, so that every Virginian regardless of racial, social, or economic background is counted; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, Governor Ralph S. Northam has established the Virginia Complete Count Commission, 
which is comprised of 40 members to collaborate with community partners and local Complete Count 
Committees to ensure an accurate 2020 Census count. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors hereby proclaims April 1, 2020 as 

Census Awareness Day. 
 
 Adopted this 13th day of February 2020 in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 
 
       _______________________________ 
                  Kenneth R. Belton, Chair 
        Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
Attest:  _______________________________ 
           William L. Shepley, Clerk 
 Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – COMMUNITY IMPACT GRANT FOR GRAYSON LANDCARE 
 DBA THE FREE MARKET 
 
Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Hash 



– aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Sutherland – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; 
Supervisor Belton – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

COMMUNITY IMPACT GRANT 
FOR 

GRAYSON LANDCARE dba THE FREE MARKET 
 

WHEREAS, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors recognizes Grayson LandCare dba The Free 
Market as a community asset for their role in recycling by receiving usable items that people no longer 
need and offering them for free to people who can put them to use; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Board also recognized that Grayson LandCare dba The Free Market is a 501 (c) 3 

non-profit entity, and wishes to support their efforts through creative and resourceful means; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board shall establish a Community Impact Grant (CIG) to be used as the 

instrument to provide assistance to this organization; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Community Impact Grant (CIG) will be provided to Grayson LandCare dba The 

Free Market on an annual basis in an amount not greater than the amount tendered in real estate tax on 
the real property owned by the organization for that calendar year and agreed upon by the Board; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grayson County Board of Supervisors will support 

Grayson LandCare dba The Free Market through a Community Impact Grant to further assist their efforts 
in recycling within Grayson County, Virginia. 

 
Adopted this 12th day of February 2020 in the County of Grayson, Virginia. 

 
                By:    ________   

    Kenneth R. Belton, Chair 
                      Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Attest: ________________________________ 
            William L. Shepley, Clerk 
              Grayson County Board of Supervisors  
 
IN RE:  RECREATION PARK ADVISORY BY-LAWS 
 
Supervisor Sutherland suggested this item be tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the following board appointments; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
CLEOS-1yr term must be Board of Supervisor member) 

• Kenneth R. Belton-primary – term expired 12/31/19 
• Michael S. Hash-alternate – term expired 12/31/19 



The Crooked Road (no term) 
• William Crawford resigned effective 11/1/19; appoint Tracy Cornett 

 
Grayson County Senior Advocacy Committee – 2yr term 

• Amelia Bland Waller resigned effective 12/15/19; appoint Ann Beamer 
 
New River Highlands RC & D – 1yr term 

• William Crawford resigned effective 11/1/19; appoint Tracy Cornett 
 
Recreation Advisory Committee – The Board opted to hold off on these appointments 
 
Twin County Free Clinic – 1yr term 

• William L. Shepley resigned his position; the Board is still looking for a 
replacement. 

 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING – TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING AN APPLICATION  

THAT HAS BEEN FILED WITH THE USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOR FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO PURCHASE SHERIFF DEPARTMENT VEHICLE(S) AND EQUIPMENT 
 

Supervisor Hash made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0.  Sheriff Richard Vaughan spoke and explained 
this is a $50,000 grant from USDA with a 45% match and the match will covered from 
their existing budget automobile line.  Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve for 
USDA funds; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC WORKS – 2020 LARGE ITEM SCHEDULE 
 
Mr. Shepley noted that the large item schedule is ready and will be posted on the 
county website along with being advertised in the paper.  Schedule is listed below. 

 
 

 



 
IN RE:  SHERIFF DEPARTMENT – APPROPRIATION REQUEST FROM DRUG ASSET 
 FORFEITURE FUNDS 
 
Sheriff Vaughan explained that each year they try to update the equipment for their 
tactical team.  This year they are requesting suppressors and night vision equipment 
which will cost approximately $14,000.  Sheriff Vaughan is requesting this amount be 
appropriated out of the drug asset forfeiture funds which will not cost the taxpayers any 
money.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Shepley gave the following report: 
 The County has received a $1.83 million VATI grant for Broadband project.   
 Testified in Richmond, VA at the SCC hearing – the final decision should be made 

by March 6 
 Reaching out to current businesses with VIAA – VIAA has hired an extra person 

and he, Jake Tabor, is reaching out to the existing companies in our area. 
 
 
 



Mr. Mitch Smith, Deputy County Administrator, gave the following report: 
 Jake Tabor, Joe Gillespie with VEDP, and himself visited four (4) businesses in our 

area so far and the visits went very well.  A lot of time was spent with each 
business and reiterated that the county is available if they need us.  More visits 
are scheduled with other businesses. 

  
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. Matt Parsons, Independence, spoke asking for a public meeting on the 2nd 
amendment.    
Ms. Joan Bolduc, Independence, spoke regarding the One-On-One Literacy Program 
thanked Board for the opportunity to speak at the November 2019 meeting. 
 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) 
of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
this 13th day of February 2020, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 



considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton 
– I so certify; John S. Fant – I so certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
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