
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting  
April 9, 2020 
 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Hash called the meeting to order and stated that due to COVID-19, the 
meeting is being conducted by teleconference.  Supervisor Hash stated that he was 
asked by Supervisor Belton (Chair) to lead the meeting tonight since he (Supervisor 
Belton) could possibly be called away during the meeting.  Supervisor Hash called the 
roll:  Supervisor Belton – present; Supervisor Sutherland – present; Supervisor Fant – 
present; Supervisor Revels – present.   
 
Supervisor Hash noted that Mr. Shepley would like to speak briefly before Mr. Hoyle 
starts his presentation and would like to amend the agenda.  Supervisor Revels made 
the motion to approve the amended agenda; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mr. Shepley thanked the Board and all the citizens and volunteers of Grayson County for 
all the work being done to try and keep our county safe.  Mr. Shepley stated this is the 
most critical time – now through the rest of April/first part of May – and asked everyone 
to continue to follow all the guidelines that is being given out from the CDC and VDH to 
keep yourself and everyone around you safe.  Mr. Shepley asked that we stay home and 
if you have to be out, to not interact with more than ten (10) people which is a 
statewide rule.  Mr. Shepley stated we will get through this together by respecting one 



another and staying home and not venturing out unnecessarily.  Tonight, we will share 
with you the activity the county is taking and the tremendous number of volunteers that 
have stepped forward in our county to help keep you safe.  Mr. Shepley stated there are 
two (2) presentations tonight, Mr. Paul Hoyle – Grayson County’s Emergency Services 
Coordinator, who has done a great job in helping us coordinate the steps we need to 
take to respond to the regional, state and federal recommendations to keep our citizens 
safe and then Mr. Chris Butler – Chair of the Small Business Recovery Committee – will 
give an overview of what’s taken place thus far and what a small business owner can do 
to best position your business to survive this crisis and thrive in the future.  Even though 
we are working hard right now on this crisis, we want to be prepared for the recovery 
and Mr. Butler and the rest of the members of that committee is helping us to that. 
 
Mr. Hoyle, Emergency Services Coordinator for Grayson County, gave the following 
update: 

 

 



 

 

 



Mr. Hoyle thanked the volunteers for stepping up to handle the helpline calls and for 
picking up emergency supplies from different locations and delivering them.  We are 
very appreciative of our business partners here in the county who have stepped up to 
follow the recommendations set forth by the state and also for helping to make sure we 
have what we need.  Supervisor Sutherland thanked Mr. Hoyle for his efforts and his 
hard work during this time.  Supervisor Revels thanked him as well, stating he’s doing an 
excellent job.  Supervisor Fant thanked him for the update and inquired about the 
emergency relief fund – it’s not part of United Way, it is separate for only Grayson 
County relief, correct?  Mr. Hoyle answered, yes that is correct, we set this fund up 
solely for Grayson County.  Mr. Hoyle noted that the United Way money doesn’t go to 
individuals – it goes to charitable organizations and we can’t guarantee that us as 
Grayson County citizens will see any.  The money that’s given to the Grayson County 
Emergency Relief Fund is both elected, administered and distributed by Grayson County 
people and 100% stays in the county.  Supervisor Fant inquired that if a non-profit or an 
organization wants to be part of that fund and be able to get distributions, is that 
possible?  Mr. Hoyle stated they would need to contact us through the helpline, make 
their position known and then we would process it from there.  Supervisor Fant stated 
there is two (2) ways to donate, by drop box or by mail and inquired about an online 
option.  Mr. Hoyle stated that the online option is currently being worked on with the 
Treasurer’s office for their system and to make sure it stays within the law.  Supervisor 
Fant thanked Mr. Hoyle for his good work.  Supervisor Hash stated that Mr. Hoyle’s 
arrival to the county couldn’t have been at a better time and that Mr. Hoyle has been a 
godsend to the county and we appreciate all his hard work. 
 
Mr. Chris, Butler, Chair – Small Business Recovery Committee gave the following 
presentation: 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
Mr. Butler thanked Skyline National Bank and the county for stepping up to help the 
citizens of the county.  Anyone is welcome to call Mr. Butler at 276-768-9269. 
 
Mr. Shepley expressed his heartfelt thanks to Mr. Butler and the committee’s effort to 
help these small businesses and the county and to Skyline National Bank for their 
dedication to our county.  Supervisor Sutherland thanked Mr. Butler for stepping out 
and taking this on.  Supervisor Fant noted that this effort was born out of the COVID-19 
crisis and there’s no relationship between this committee and the County Economic 
Development Authority (EDA) – Mr. Butler agreed.  Supervisor Fant inquired about a 
vision for this committee after the crisis is over and Mr. Butler noted that yes, he feels 
this committee could be valuable in the future and would be happy to serve at the 
pleasure of Mr. Shepley if needed.  Mr. Shepley agreed and stated that he’s thinking 
about an Ag Recovery Committee as well.  Supervisor Fant inquired if the information 
was on the helpline and Mr. Butler noted that it’s not currently but will have it on early 
next week along with compiling a help packet for the volunteers as well.  Mr. Butler 
noted the need is outweighing what is available locally - we are focusing on government 
programs now but may need to do something local in short term later.  We want to 
make sure we can get a piece of the pie.  Mr. Butler said he and Mr. Kelly Wilmore was 
filmed by WDBJ7 regarding Wi-Fi hotspots in the county for the students and it will be 
on the 11 p.m. news tonight. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING AN APPLICATION  
 FOR KENNETH R. BELTON AT 638 OLD BAYWOOD ROAD, GALAX, VA REGARDING   
 A WEDDING VENUE – TAX MAP NUMBER 21-A-53 
 



Supervisor Fant made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Jada Black, Planning-Zoning Director, presented the staff report (listed below)  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
The Planning Commission met March 17 and Mrs. Black noted there were no public 
comments, letters or emails received and the Planning Commission voted 8-0 for 
approval of a special use permit with no restrictions.  Mr. Belton wants to keep a rustic 
view, plans to do restrooms soon and there will be no cooling/heating – this venue is for 
warmer months per Mr. Belton.  Supervisor Fant inquired about hours of operation and 
Mrs. Black responded the Planning Commission members did not feel time restrictions 
were needed due to the remote location.  Supervisor Revels inquired about a traffic 
count and Mrs. Black stated there is a VDOT graveled entrance, but a traffic count was 
not done.  Mr. Smith noted that the Administration Office did not receive any phone 
calls, emails or letters of comments from the public by 5:00 p.m. today.  Supervisor Fant 
made the motion to come out of the public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve the 
special use permit; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  
Supervisor Sutherland – aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor 
Belton – abstained; Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 4 to 1 – with 1 abstention.   
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 

- MUTUAL AID – WASHINGTON COUNTY – SHERIFF VAUGHAN 
 
Supervisor Hash explained this Mutual Aid Agreement with Washington County (listed 
below) and is a renewal for 2020-2023.  Supervisor Hash asked for a motion to forgo the 
reading out loud of the document – Supervisor Fant made the motion to accept the 



agreement; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor 
Sutherland – aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Belton – 
aye; Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 
IN RE:  EAGLE BOTTOM PHASE II PROGRAM DESIGN 
 
Mr. Shepley addressed the Board and explained that Board approval is needed for the 
DHCD Program Design of the Eagle Bottom Phase II project – documents are on file in 
the County Administrator’s Office.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Sutherland – aye; 
Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Belton – aye; Supervisor Hash 
– aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  SURPLUS SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
Mr. Shepley noted it’s a 2001 Chevrolet S-10 Pickup, vin 8862, 2wd with approximately 
112,000; vehicle is in good condition, they are just not using it anymore – it was a 
seizure vehicle from several years ago.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Roll call vote as follows: Supervisor Sutherland 
– aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Belton – aye; 
Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
Recreation Advisory Committee 
 1 rep from Elk Creek District – Justin Dixon 
 1 rep from Oldtown District – Seth Baker 
 1 rep from Provident District – still needed 



 1 rep from Wilson District – still needed 
 1 rep from At-large – still needed 

Supervisor Fant made the motion to table these two (2) until the other three (3) are 
filled; duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor 
Sutherland – aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Belton – 
aye; Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Twin County Chamber of Commerce 
 William L. Shepley – resigned his position 2/18/20 

Supervisor Belton will bring up a candidate name at the next chamber meeting 
 

Twin County free Clinic – 1yr term 
 William L. Shepley – resigned his position 11/16/19 

Mr. Shepley noted the Twin County Free Clinic will make the choice – Supervisor 
Fant has a name to consider 
 

Supervisor Revels made the motion to table these two; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Sutherland – aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; 
Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Belton – aye; Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – STORMWATER 
 
Mr. Shepley explained that the County is required by the State of Virginia to have a 
certified stormwater manager on staff.  Since Mr. Moss’ departure, the county does not 
have a certified manger on staff which takes several months to make this happen.  Mr. 
Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Fant inquired about DEQ doing 
this verses another county employee.  Mr. Shepley explained it’s a very long process this 
the reason for staff’s recommendation.  Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Sutherland – 
aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Belton – aye; Supervisor 
Hash – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 



 

 
 
IN RE:  RESOLUTION – WAIVER OF PERSONAL PROPERTY PENALTIES/INTEREST 
 
Mr. Shepley explained the reason for the resolution in an attempt to help lessen the 
burden on our citizens and read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Revels made 
the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Roll call vote as follows:  
Supervisor Sutherland – aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor 
Belton – aye; Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
IN RE:  AMEND BUDGET CALENDAR 
 
Mr. Shepley presented the amended budget calendar (listed below) for approval.  
Supervisor Revels made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Belton.  
Roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Sutherland – aye; Supervisor Revels – aye; 
Supervisor Fant – aye; Supervisor Belton – aye; Supervisor Hash – aye.  Motion carried 
5-0. 

 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 Very important that all citizens in Grayson County complete the census 

questionnaire. 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 



IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Belton.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 9th day of April 2020, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so 
certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.   
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
________________________ 
Michael S. Hash, Vice-Chair 
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