
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
July 9, 2020 
 
Members attending in person:  Kenneth R. Belton, Brenda R. Sutherland and Michael S. 
Hash.  Attending by teleconference/zoom: John S. Fant and. Thomas R. Revels. 
 
Staff attending:  William L. Shepley, Mitchell L. Smith, Leesa A. Gayheart and Jada C. 
Black. 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
CARES Act – Mr. William Shepley gave the following presentation: 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Chris Butler, Chairman of the Grayson County Small Business Recovery Committee 
gave the following presentation: 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Supervisor Fant recommends that the drop-off location (page 3) for the applications be 
changed from the Extension Center to the GATE Center.  Supervisor Fant the asked if the 
expenditures that are associated with marketing reimbursable through the CARES Act?  
Mrs. Gayheart responded that it is associated with economic recovery for the small 
businesses and is covered under the CARES Act as a qualifying event.  Deb Jones noted 
that everything that is listed under eligible expenses have been deemed eligible 
expenses for the small businesses to be recovered.  Supervisor Fant noted his concern 
regarding the expenses that the County will incur to implement the program and Ms. 
Jones noted yes, they are reimbursable.  Supervisor Fant also inquired about the salary 
portion for Mrs. Erin Cox – is her part of the salary reimbursable through the recovery 
program?  Mr. Shepley stated he’s spoken with Mr. Danny Peek of the Virginia 



Cooperative Extension office and he’s good with Mrs. Cox helping the County with the 
Small Business application process and if there’s a need for salary reimbursement, it is 
eligible through the CARES Act money.  As of now, Mr. Peek has not requested a 
reimbursement.  We will monitor her time on this and then meet back with Mr. Peek in 
a month to discuss further.  Mr. Shepley then thanked Virginia Tech and Skyline National 
Bank for their support to the small businesses during this pandemic. Supervisor Fant 
then pointed out potentially looking at a larger number than the $3,000.  Mr. Butler 
stated that the Small Business Recovery Committee could come back to the Board in 30 
days with an update.  Mr. Shepley then thanked Mr. Butler for his dedication and hard 
work for the small businesses in our area.  Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to 
approve the Grayson County Small Business; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion 
carried 5-0.   
 

o Not-for-profit organizations – Mr. Shepley and Mrs. Leesa Gayheart 
Mr. Shepley noted that within the CARES Act we will be able to help the not-profit food 
banks with some money to help them continue to provide much needed food for 
citizens in need.  Mrs. Gayheart added that the non-profits through-out the County, 
regardless of the services they provide to our citizens will be the next step, not only 
within the CARES Act but leveraging the CARES Act with a grant through DHCD which 
would impact as many non-profits as possible and could potentially include Fire and 
Rescue.  Mr. Shepley also noted that money can be provided for our front-line workers 
which would include Sheriff’s Department, Department of Social Services, Department 
of Public Works, Maintenance, Janitors and our First Responders and a meeting will take 
place soon with the department heads of those mentioned to discuss a standard hazard 
pay for them.  Mrs. Gayheart stated that Deb Jones has done research on this and there 
is a minimum and a maximum pay rate that individuals can receive.  It will be a number 
of per hours worked – it cannot be stipend or a bonus.  Supervisor Fant inquired about 
the categories of those Mr. Shepley mentioned who are eligible - janitors, cafeteria 
workers for the schools – and asked if anyone from the school system is included in this? 
Mr. Shepley stated the schools have received CARES Act money separately from the 
County so the school should be able to provide the same thing to their workers.  
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the Not-For-Profit and the Hazard Pay; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING  

o A public hearing to receive comments regarding the proposed amendments to 
the County of Grayson’s budget for FY 20-21 – Restricted Funds 

Supervisor Hash made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  With no written/called in comments and no one 
signed up to speak, Supervisor Hash made the motion to close the public hearing; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0.  Supervisor Sutherland made 
the motion to approve the proposed amendments; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 



 
o A public hearing to receive comments regarding the updated language of the 

Transportation chapter of the 2018 Comprehensive Plan 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0.  With no written/called in comments and no one 
signed up to speak, Supervisor Revels made the motion to close the public hearing; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. With no questions for Mrs. Black, 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 

o A public hearing to receive comments regarding the proposed ordinance to 
repeal the ordinance establishing the local Grayson County Stormwater 
Management Program and revert administration of the stormwater program to 
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).   

Supervisor Hash made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. With no written/called in comments and no 
one signed up to speak, Supervisor Hash made the motion to close the public hearing; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mrs. Black addressed the Board 
and gave the following update: on June 8, 2020, the County attorney prepared a letter 
to the Virginia Water Control Board Office of Regulatory Affairs and the letter stated 
Grayson County is in the process of relinquishing our Stormwater Management 
Program.  In order to repeal the ordinance already in place, the Board will need to adopt 
a repeal ordinance which has been drafted by the County attorney stating that Grayson 
County will no longer be a VSMP (Virginia as of August 1, 2020.  After August 1, 2020, all 
stormwater will go through the state – if the repeal ordinance is adopted tonight, then 
all stormwater plans that need to be reviewed will go through the state now.  If the 
repeal ordinance is adopted, staff will have to get plans, inspection reports, and all 
documents that we would have in house will have to be sent to DEQ.  We will have to 
meet with DEQ on any open inspections. Erosion and Sediment inspections will still be 
reviewed out of the Building Officials Office.  Supervisor Fant inquired about 4 
stormwater projects since 2014 – with 2 being added most recently – Food City and a 
Hazard Mitigation Bank Grant which is for stormwater credits. The one for Food City is 
being reviewed by Mr. Clegg Williams out of Smyth County.  Currently have a total of 6.  
Supervisor Fant inquired about increasing the process time since it will now go through 
the state instead of the county and Mrs. Black noted that yes, there will additional time 
wait so we will need to be upfront and let them know this.  The plan reviewers with DEQ 
have 30 days to review the plans.  Supervisor Fant then inquired about the change and 
getting the word out to everyone in the county.  Mrs. Black stated their office will be 
getting it out and will also be placed on our website.  Supervisor Fant made the motion 
to approve the ordinance to repeal stormwater; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Roll 
call vote as follows:  Thomas R. Revels – Aye; John S. Fant – Aye; Michael S. Hash – Aye; 
Brenda R. Sutherland – Aye; Kenneth R. Belton – Aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 



IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

o Resolution – VDOT Secondary Six-Year Road Plan and Rustic Roads 
 
Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Revels made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Roll call vote as follows:  Thomas R. Revels 
– aye; John S. Fant – aye; Brenda R. Sutherland – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Kenneth R. 
Belton – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Mr. Shepley read the rural rustic roads resolutions (listed below) for Grouse Hollow Rd 
Rt. 165, Cold Springs Rd Rt. 632, and Cornerstone Rd Rt. 701.  Supervisor Hash made the 
motion to approve all three (3) resolutions; duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  
Roll Call vote as follows: Thomas R. Revels – aye; John S. Fant – aye; Brenda R. 
Sutherland – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Kenneth R. Belton – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

o Resolutions – Smart Scale Project Submissions for US58 at SR94 Turn Lane 
Improvements Project AND US58 at SR622 Delhart Road Turn Lance 
Improvements Projects 

Mr. Shepley read both resolutions (listed below).  Supervisor Hash made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisors Sutherland.  Roll call vote as follows:  Thomas R. 
Revels – aye; John S. Fant – aye; Brenda R. Sutherland – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; 
Kenneth R. Belton – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

o Resolution – VDOT Project 0058-038-799C – Rt. 740 – Wallens Creek Road 
Mr. Shepley read the resolution (listed below).  Supervisor Revels made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Roll call vote as follows:  Thomas R. Revels 
– aye; John S. Fant – aye; Brenda R. Sutherland – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Kenneth R. 
Belton – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
IN RE:  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
Grayson County Senior Advocacy Committee 

• Nancy Liebrecht – term expires 8/10/20 (will continue to serve) 
• Kate Irwin – term expired 5/9/20 (will continue to serve) 
• Dan Boyer – term expires 9/17/20 (will continue to serve) 
• John S. Fant – term expires 8/10/20 (will continue to serve) 
• Sylvia Martin – term expires 8/10/20 – does not wish to renew her term 

Supervisor Fant stated that the by-laws for the GCSAC can have anywhere from three (3) 
to five (5) citizens serving on the committee.  Supervisor Fant noted he’s the rep for the 
Board of Supervisors and Mr. Boyer is the rep for the Planning Commission.  With Ms. 
Martin stepping down, that only leaves two (2) citizen reps – need one (1) more citizen 
rep but would like to have three (3) more.  Supervisor Fant noted this committee is 
advocating for issues associated with aging population and this committee has done a 
lot of work, specifically with the federally qualified health clinic (FQHC) initiative. 
Supervisor Fant asked the Board to look for at least one (1) more member to serve but 
can have up to three (3) new members. Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to 
approve the reappointments; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 4-0 
with Supervisor Fant abstaining since he is on the list of appointments. 
 
Grayson County Recreation Advisory Committee 

• Elk Creek District – Justin Dixon 
• Oldtown District – Seth Baker 
• Providence District – Elizabeth Carico 
• Wilson District – Betsy Shearin 
• At-Large – John Alexander 

 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the committee; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF 2020 
 
Mr. Shepley read the memo from Larry D. Bolt, Commissioner of Revenue and Raymond 
L. Hall, Jr, Treasurer (listed below) regarding personal property car tax relief.  Supervisor 
Fant made the motion to ratify; duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland. Motion carried 
5-0. 



 
 

 

 

 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 
On 6 July 2020, Grayson County took a major step in the COVID-19 recovery by entering 
Phase III of the recovery process.  As there are variations in how each jurisdiction in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia approaches this step in the recovery, we want to give our 
citizens some of the specific steps that Grayson County is taking. 
 



• All Government Offices – All county government offices are reopened to the 
public except the Department of Social Services.  Office hours are back to normal 
and we are happy to be engaging with our citizens again on a more regular basis.  
As COVID-19 is still with us, we are taking appropriate precautions to protect our 
citizens and employees:  face masks covering the mouth and nose are required 
for everyone entering county facilities.  Masks are available for anyone who does 
not have one.  Just ask any employee and one will be provided.  We also have 
hand sanitizer available in all public spaces, offices and restrooms and encourage 
frequent use.   

• Grayson County Department of Social Services – GCDSS, under the guidance of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, will not be reopening their physical offices until 4 
September 2020.  All services continue to be available by appointment by calling 
276-773-2752. 

• Grayson County Parks & Recreation – Most Parks & Recreation facilities & a few 
activities are slowly returning to operation with some restrictions.  Ball fields and 
courts are available to the public with the exception being when tournament 
activities have reservations.  The public pool is open to a capacity of 125 persons.   
To ensure appropriate social distancing, poolside furniture is not available, but 
citizens may bring their own for their visits.  Little league activities are not 
available because of the inability to maintain social distancing. 

• Grayson County Public Works – Beginning 15 July, 2020 all county recycling 
centers will reopen for cardboard, office paper, newspaper, shredded paper, 
magazines, aluminum cans and steel of all types.  Please note that #1 & #2 
plastics may only be recycled at the Public Works location at 1216 N. 
Independence Avenue, Independence, VA.   

• Grayson County Public Library – The library continues to offer services online and 
by phone and offer pick-up services by appointment only.  Call 276-773-2761 for 
further information. 

• Grayson County Public Schools – GCPS will open for the 2020-2021 school year 
on 13 August, 2020.  Students will attend Monday through Thursday.  School 
facilities will be cleaned on Fridays.  Parents may also choose to continue remote 
learning until after Labor Day or the end of the first 9-week period if they 
choose. 

 
Mr. Shepley emphasized that we are able to take these actions because the actions 
taken to date have worked well and because you, our citizens, have made public health 
and safety a priority over convenience and comfort.  Your efforts in social distancing, 
wearing masks in public settings and frequent handwashing have helped to keep the 
number of positive COVID-19 cases in Grayson County low and controllable.  Please 
remember that even as we progress through the reopening process, COVID-19 remains 
with us and continues to be a life-threatening illness for many who contract it.  We must 
remain vigilant and not let our success to date let us become complacent or we may find 
ourselves having to reconsider or reverse our reopening actions as many of our 



neighbor states and communities are doing at present. Thank you for all that you have 
done and continue to do for each of our fellow citizens.  Be safe, get outside, and please 
enjoy our summer in beautiful Grayson County.  We Are Grayson County! 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. Frank Kruesi of Rugby Rescue Squad addressed the Board regarding training in the 
EMS system and thanked the Board for their commitment to the class. 
 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Revels made the motion to go into closed session for discussion relating to a 
personnel matter pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia and prospective 
business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry pursuant to 
§2.2-3711(A)(5) of the Code of Virginia and for consultation and briefings by legal 
counsel, consultants, or staff members pertaining to actual or probable litigation or 
other legal matters pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(7); duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 9th day of July 2020, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance 
with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 



follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so 
certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify. 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.   
Motion carried 5-0. 
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