
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
September 10, 2020 
 
 
Members attending in person:  Kenneth R. Belton, Brenda R. Sutherland, Michael S. 
Hash, John S. Fant.  Thomas R. Revels attending by teleconference/zoom:  Thomas R. 
Revels. 
 
Staff attending in person:  William L. Shepley, Mitchell L. Smith and Leesa A. Gayheart. 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Dr. Karen Shelton, MD, Director of Mt. Rogers Health District-VDH, gave the following 
update regarding COVID-19: 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Supervisor Fant inquired about the availability of the flu vaccine and Dr. Shelton noted 
the flu vaccine is available at your local Health Department – they are still working with 
all the schools in the district regarding vaccines for the students/staff on campus along 
with working out a schedule for the virtual learners.  Supervisor Fant asked about a 
shortage of the flu vaccine like we’ve seen in previous years and Dr. Shelton responded 
that she’s not aware of any shortage this year – the Health Department is really 
encouraging everyone to have a flu shot this year.  Supervisor Sutherland inquired about 
when should one get the flu shot and Dr. Shelton recommends sooner rather than later.  
Supervisor Belton asked about the COVID alerts and scams by phones and Dr. Shelton 
noted that the Health Department must have a positive case before any kind of alert is 
sent out.  Supervisor Sutherland inquired about the turn around time for the test and 
Dr. Shelton noted it’s approximately four (4) days. 
 
Mr. Shepley thanked Dr. Shelton for all her hard work.  Mr. Shepley then read a 
proclamation (listed below) in recognition and appreciation for Mount Rogers Health 
District.  Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Mr. Paul Hoyle, Emergency Services Coordinator-Grayson County, gave the following 
Emergency Services Situation Report: 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Mr. Smith asked Mr. Hoyle to comment on the hazmat incident that happened on June 
12, 2020.  Mr. Hoyle explained that with a hazmat incident it is extremely time sensitive 
– primary goal is to stop the spread of the product/liquid from entering the 
environment.  With the regional hazmat team two (2) + hours away, Mr. Hoyle expected 
to have crews on the scene waiting for the hazmat team to arrive; instead he found that 
Independence Fire and Rugby Fire had already done what they could to stop the leak at 
the source, blocked the culvert where material had already entered the waterway, 
created an underflow dam, and had four (4) boom sights set up downstream.  Mr. Hoyle 
noted he was very impressed with their quick work to contain the situation.  Mr. Hoyle 
also thanked the insurance company for the County being able to complete one (1) 
report instead of each agency present having to complete a report to turn in to the 
contractor.  Mr. Hoyle stated he’s very proud of our workers.  Mr. Smith stated that it’s 
a pleasure to work with Mr. Hoyle and what a great asset he is to Grayson County.  
Supervisor Fant inquired about a proclamation being prepared and presented to these 
agencies involved in the hazmat incident.   
 
Mr. Shepley then read the Proclamation In Support and Recognition of National 
Preparedness Month (listed below).  Supervisor Fant made the motion to adopt; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Ms. Laura Whitt, Director, Twin County Chamber of Commerce, gave the following 
update for the Chamber of Commerce: 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Supervisor Fant inquired if a business could join the Chamber of Commerce online and 
Ms. Whitt noted that yes, they can.   
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
 
 
 



IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Fund Designations & Transfer Request – Baywood Trade & Technical Center 
 

Supervisor Belton noted this (request listed below) was on the agenda last month and 
the Finance Department needs a motion before they can proceed.  Supervisor Fant 
made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 

• Comcast Franchise Agreement 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table this item; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Emergency Purchase – Public Works 
 
Mr. Smith explained the need for this truck, requesting authorization to purchase a 
truck to replace a 2013 Mack truck (memo listed below).  The 2013 Mack truck will still 



be kept and used but only for a backup truck.  We are applying for a USDA loan.  
Supervisor Fant asked about a grant/loan after the purchase. Mrs. Gayheart then 
explained that with the bids only being active a certain number of days, makes this very 
time sensitive which makes it necessary to use county funds before we receive the grant 
funds. This grant process is already in the process, we’ve already had a public hearing on 
it – this is a USDA RD grant for the Sheriff’s Department so a lot of this will be grant 
funds offset with loan funds through the same program.  Supervisor Fant inquired with 
us acquiring a loan for $250,000+, will that hurt us in applying for grants and Mrs. 
Gayheart noted that it would not. Our USDA representative is actually the one that 
suggested combining this loan/grant.  Mr. Luper, Director of Public Works, addressed 
the Board and stated that he was shocked on the charges they’ve incurred for 
maintenance for this vehicle which is $23,000.  This vehicle has 203,000 miles on it and 
he was told that this truck has exceeded it’s life.  In looking at the budget, we want to 
wait until the first of the year to see where they are budget wise.  Turn around time for 
this purchase would be approximately 45 days.  Supervisor Sutherland made the motion 
to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 

 



 
• CDBG Non-Discrimination Policy 

 
Mr. Shepley explained this (listed below) is in reference to Eagle Bottom Phase II and 
this is something the County is required to do through DHCD.  Supervisor Hash made the 
motion; duly seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0.  
 

 
 

• United Way Memorandum of Understanding 
 
Mr. Shepley explained that United Ways has been providing COVID relief efforts in each 
locality.  The United Way is asking the county to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding (listed below).  Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to approve; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Fant.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



• Request for Public Hearing – FY-21 Budget Adjustment 
 
Mr. Shepley noted this involves the second round of money that has come into the 
County from the CARES Act which has an overall effect on the total budget.  Mr. Shepley 
asked Mrs. Gayheart to explain the reason for the request.  Mrs. Gayheart noted:  

 
Supervisor Fant noted that this has been discussed and that we didn’t want to place the 
CARES Act into the budget because it’s one-time money and can’t be used for ongoing 
services and/or base operations. Mrs. Gayheart explained that the budget has different 
funds – this is new money ($1.3M) and must be included in our overall budget and 
appropriated for expenditure by the County based on §15.2-2507 of the Code of 
Virginia. Supervisor Fant made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

• Grayson County Public Schools Appropriation Request 
• Grayson County Public Schools Appropriation Request - Additional 

 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table this request (listed below) and the additional 
request (listed below)’ duly seconded by Supervisor Revels.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
William L. Shepley gave the following report: 
 After discussion with Supervisor Revels, Tracy Cornett, Director of Tourism, will 

be the Project Manager for Mount Rogers School Project 
 After discussion with Supervisor Fant, Carl Caudill, II, Director of IT, will be the 

Project Manager for Broadband 
 Currently working with the Baywood Tech Committee regarding a decision for 

the Baywood Tech Project Manager – which will be a contract person 
 Large item collection will begin on Monday, September 21, 2020 for Wednesdays 

routes; Monday, September 28, 2020 for Thursdays routes and Monday, October 
5, 2020 for Fridays routes and the Town of Fries/Independence 

 Household Hazardous Waste Collection/Personal Document Shredding will be 
held on Saturday, September 26, 2020 from 8am – 2pm at the Carroll-Grayson-
Galax Regional Landfill located at 225 Landfill Road, Hillsville, VA 

 
Supervisor Revels informed the Board that the Brownsfield Group (state and 
federally funded) has approved the school architecture planning at Virginia Tech to 
undergo a design project for the old Mount Rogers School.  The Brownsfield Group 
will pay for that, which is approximately $40,000. Supervisor Revels also noted he’s 
happy that Mrs. Cornett will be in charge of this. 

 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
 



IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(5) 
of the Code of Virginia for discussions relating to prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry and pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(7) for 
discussions for consultation and briefings by legal counsel, consultants, or staff 
members pertaining to actual or probable litigation or other legal matters; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Sutherland made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 10th day of September 2020, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Kenneth R. Belton – I so certify; John S. Fant – I so 
certify; Brenda R. Sutherland – I so certify; Thomas R. Revels – I so certify. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to table the Comcast Franchise Agreement until 
further information is received from Comcast that they agreed to provide; duly 
seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to untable both the Grayson County Public Schools 
requests and recommend approving; duly seconded by Supervisor Sutherland.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Fant made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.   
Motion carried 5-0. 
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